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• Accident
Hockey
manager
dies
By Stanley Dankoski
Maine Campus staff
ELLSWORTH — Richard
Britt, equipment manager of the
University of Maine men's hock-
ey team, died Tuesday afternoon
at his home after his pickup truck
ran over him. He was 23.
According to Chief John
DeLeo of the Ellsworth Police
Department, Britt had started his
truck in his driveway and got
out. The truck, which was on a
decline, rolled forward toward a
wooded area near the house.
Britt apparently went in
front of the truck to try to stop
it, but the truck trapped him at a
10-foot embankment, and he
couldn't get out of the way,
DeLeo said. Both he and the
truck rolled off, the truck pin-
ning him down.
"It's so sudden and tragic,
and we're thinking about him
and his family," said UMaine
senior captain Steve Kariya. "I
Richard Britt, equipment manager
of the men's hockey team, died
Tuesday. (File photo.) 
will be at the funeral Saturday.
All of [the team] will go to it
and pay our respects."
His parents, Andy and Anne
Britt, were the first to find him,
when they returned home later
that evening. They called the
ambulance, and paramedics pro-
nounced him dead at the scene.
A state medical examiner
was called in and ruled the
death accidental, DeLeo said.
Funeral services are planned
for 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 27, at
the Union Congregational
Church in Ellsworth.
Editor's note: Please turn to
the sports section, Page 16, for
an in-depth feature on Britt's
death and reactions from the
hockey team.
• Wildlife Ecology
Rare wood turtle species
faces possible extinction
By Rebecca Zaner
Maine Campus staff
To most people a turtle is just
a turtle, but one species in partic-
ular is receiving a lot of attention
at the University of Maine. Like
one-fourth of all turtle species,
the wood turtle may be in danger
of becoming extinct.
The university's wildlife
ecology department is currently
conducting a study to learn more
about the species.
"I think we definitely need to
know more about them," said
Brad Compton, who is working
on his master's degree in wildlife
ecology. "It's a real possibility
that wood turtles will go extinct
in our lifetime."
The species was previously
nominated to be placed under the
protection of the Endangered
Species Act by the conservation
group Restore: The North Woods
but the U.S. Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries rejected
the proposal saying not enough
was known about the wood turtle
to justify classifying it as endan-
gered.
The university's study will
provide information to help peo-
ple understand the nesting
habits, breeding trends and envi-
ronmental needs of the species.
The study is sponsored by
Central Maine Power, the
Outdoor Heritage Fund, the
Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife, the uni-
versity and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.
Compton focuses on the eco-
logical aspects of the study,
which is led by Judith Rhymer,
assistant professor of wildlife
ecology. Rhymer conducts the
genetic testing that will be used
to help enforce restrictions
against collecting the turtles to
keep or sell as pets.
In Maine, the wood turtle is
called a species of special con-
cern, Compton said. This makes
it illegal for the turtles to be col-
lected and sold.
See TURTLES on page 4
• Administration
UM fills vice president job
By Stanley Dankoski
Maine Campus staff
Susan Reardon of Big
Rapids, Mich., was named the
vice president for university
advancement yesterday.
"I'm really excited about the
opportunity," she said. "The uni-
versity has great potential to do
bigger and better things."
Reardon was one of seven
candidates to apply for the posi-
tion, which replaces the vice
presidency for university devel-
opment. Virginia Gibson
replaced Robert Holmes Jr. on an
interim basis when Holmes left
last summer for the University of
Central Florida.
"I'm delighted with the
choice," said University of
Maine spokesman Joe Carr,
whose public affairs department
will soon be managed by
Reardon. "She has a strong back-
ground in advancement and mar-
keting. I think she'll help the
university to move in a forward
direction."
Reardon has more than 30
years experience in university
advancement, marketing and
relations and has worked as the
vice president for university
advancement and marketing at
Ferris State University, in Big
Susan Reardon. (Courtesy photo.)
Rapids, since 1995.
"She was the only candidate
we interviewed who had experi-
ence in all the areas we needed,"
said search committee chair-
woman Elaine Albright. "I'm
pretty impressed with her cre-
dentials. She's a good match."
The search committee met
with all seven candidates on dif-
ferent days, narrowed the list
down to three prospectives and
then sent informal recommenda-
tions to President Peter Hoff.
Search committee chair-
woman Elaine Albright then met
with Hoff. Reardon was then
requested to return for another
interview on Feb. 15 and 16.
Hoff chose Reardon earlier
this week, Carr said.
Reardon will become the
VPUA at the University of
Maine on April 1.
She will be manager and
coordinator of four main admin-
See VICE PRESIDENT on
page 4
• Discussion
Panel debates free speech issues
By Kristen Dobler
Maine Campus staff
Recent incidents at the
University of Maine have prompt-
ed its community to question
whether a line should be drawn
between free and hate speech.
"When you're talking about
where you draw the line, it's dif-
ferent," said panel member Pat
Peard, an attorney with the
Portland law firm Bernstein,
Shur, Sawyer and Nelson, who
specializes in education, media
and First Amendment law. "You
have to keep in mind that every-
one comes to this with their own
prejudice and bias."
Students, faculty and staff
discussed the implications of
hate speech at "Free Speech and
Hate Speech: Where do we draw
the line?" a panel presentation
and discussion on Wednesday.
Chris Moody, a junior educa-
tion and psychology major, said
the forum addressed an issue
many people at the university
are unsure of.
"I find that we all have ideas
of what hate speech laws are and
what they do, but we are more
often wrong than we'd like to
think," he said.
Hate speech is written or spo-
ken words that insult and
degrade groups identified by
race, gender, ethnic group, reli-
gion or sexual orientation,
Pat Peard, an attorney from Portland, shows her frustration at dis-
cerning what qualifies as free speech. (Michael Zubik photo.) 
said panel member Lyombe
Eko, an assistant professor in
the communication and jour-
nalism department who is an
expert in mass media and
internet telecommunication
law and policy.
See SPEECH on page 4
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Today's Weather
Windy, overcast and
snowing. Highs near 30.
Saturday's Weather
Blustery. Partly sunny
with highs peaking near 40.
Extended Forecast
Sunday...Cold.
Monday... Cold.
Tuesday... Rain.
• San Remo Song Festival
Gorbachev addresses
youth on Italian TV
SAN REMO, Italy (AP) Gorby's gone glitz.3 The ridicule runs rampant.
The last leader of the Soviet Union, the man who
won a Nobel Peace Prize in 1990 for helping end the
Cold War, was to be the special guest Thursday night at the
San Remo Song Festival, Italy's splashiest, most over-the-
top TV spectacle.
The rulers of ancient Rome kept the masses content with
bread and circuses. Their modern counterparts rely on RAT
state television, which offers viewers a steady diet of game
shows, serials and even newscasts replete with young
women with luscious lips and flowing tresses.
Since its 1955 TV debut, San Remo has become an insti-
tution, attracting tens of millions viewers, a host of wannabe
contestants and superstar special guests.
The guests are usually the likes of Madonna or Cher,
making a repeat appearance this year. And they sing.
But Mikhail Gorbachev didn't sign on to warble. He
wanted to make a speech. In Russian. About politics.
In a bid for dignity at San Remo, he demanded — and,
after intense negotiations, reportedly got — a promise of
five minutes of prime time TV to-address the "youth of the
world" about the "challenges of the coming millennium."
• Health and Medicine
Study links cancer with
low male fertility rates
1 LONDON (AP) -- Men with low fertility -2- asmeasured by the number of children they father —have twice the normal risk of developing testicular
cancer, a new study says.
While earlier studies have connected low sperm counts
and other signs of poor fertility with an increased risk of
testicular cancer, scientists at the Danish National Research
Foundation took the link a step further by counting the
number of children men who develop the cancer have
fathered and then comparing that to the norm.
The research, published in Saturday's issue of the
British Medical Journal, suggests the same factors that
reduce men's ability to father children also somehow trig-
ger this form of cancer.
It found that men who produce fewer than the expected
number of children for their age were about twice as likely
to have the disease as men with an average size family.
While the study acknowledges family size is not a per-
fect measure, the ability to father children is the absolute
test of fertility, according to the study's lead researcher, Dr.
Henrik Moller.
• Murder Suspect
Israeli Supreme Court
blocks U.S. extradtion
JERUSALEM (AP) — Ruling in a case that has
4 strained U.S.-Israeli relations, Israel's Supreme Courttoday blocked the extradition to the United States of an
18-year-old wanted on murder charges in Maryland.
Samuel Sheinbein, who will face a murder trial in
Israel, showed no reaction when Chief Justice Aharon
Barak read the 3-2 decision.
Maryland prosecutors had pushed for the extradition of
Sheinbein, who has been indicted in Montgomery County,
Md. in the killing of an acquaintance, Alfred Tello Jr.
Sheinbein fled to Israel two days after Tello's dismem-
bered and burned body was discovered in a Maryland
garage in September 1997.
To prevent extradition, Sheinbein claimed Israeli citi-
zenship through his father, who was born in pre-state Israel.
Under a 1978 Israeli law, citizens cannot be extradited for
trial abroad.
The Jerusalem District Court ruled last year that
Sheinbein could be returned to the United States because he
did not maintain close ties to Israel.
In overturning the lower court's ruling, the Supreme
Court said today that "no further affinity with Israel is
required for the appellant to be considered an Israeli citizen."
• Avalanche
Death toll rises as rescue
effort continues in Alps
LANDECK, Austria (AP) — Rescuers mount-
2 ed a last-ditch effort today to find survivors fromtwo killer avalanches that slammed into neighbor-
ing villages in the Austrian Alps, but the death toll
rose to 33 and hopes dimmed for five people believed
still buried.
One bright spot emerged amid the tragedy: A 4-year-
old Austrian boy who was dug out of the snow
Wednesday by a rescue dog in the hamlet of Valzur and
pronounced "clinically dead" was resuscitated and able
to communicate at a hospital in nearby Zams.
"When he arrived at the hospital he had a pacifier in
his mouth, and he even smiled a little," Dr. Alois
Schranz told the Austria Press Agency. .
Meanwhile, a hiker died and another was injured in
an avalanche this afternoon near Saint-Veran in the
French Alps, police said.
They were part of a group of 12 people hiking in the
mountains when the avalanche struck. While their iden-
tities were not released, the fatality brought the death
toll this year from avalanches in the French Alps to 20.
• Unexplained Crash
61 perish over China
in major air disaster
RUI'AN, China (AP) — Clouds of steam
and smoke rose from a cabbage field today
where a Chinese airliner crashed and explod-
ed, killing all 61 people aboard in China's
worst air disaster in nearly five years.
Police labored to keep thousands of onlookers
away from the site of Wednesday's crash near the
small town of Rui'an, 250 miles south of Shanghai
in coastal Zhejiang province.
A shopkeeper, who gave only his surname Lin,
said he saw the China Southwest Airlines jet
spewing black smoke and flying erratically before
it crashed and exploded in the muddy field, rat-
tling ramshackle farmhouses in his village of
Tangtou.
Aviation officials said there was no immediate
explanation for the crash, which gouged a crater
more than 200 feet long by 100 feet wide.
The plane, carrying 50 passengers and 11 crew
members — all Chinese, went down 12 miles from
its destination, Wenzhou. Seven of the victims of the
flight from the southwestern city of Chengdu were
children, the official Xinhua News Agency said.
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"Liquor,
Lust
and the Law"
Story by Misty Edgecomb
Maine Campus staff
reek Peer Educators produced a film about the dangers of alcohol abuse.
Pictured above is a scene from the movie.
Ahalf-dozen college kids pileout of a red Jeep and meltinto the crowd screaming
from the doors, windows and balcony of
the Phi Eta Kappa house. One guy hefts
the keg of beer over his shoulder and
leads the group pied-piper style through
the front door, waving to a cute girl on
the porch. He steps inside, and there she
is again, the same girl is miraculously
waiting for him on the stairs.
Producer Kim Mitchell laughs,
recalling the blunders that were
unavoidable while trying to coordinate
the 100-plus extras in the Greek Peer
Educators' film, "Liquor, Lust and the
Law."
"We had to reshoot that one,"
Mitchell, of University of Maine Public
Affairs, said.
The film, which premiered Monday,
recreates a typical college party, then
discusses issues like underage drinking,
date rape and bingeing - issues that
plague fraternities and sororities nation-
wide.
"We're getting people to confront
what really happens at a college party,"
Sandy Caron, adviser to the Greek Peer
Educators, said.
"Alcohol is a major part of college life
for most students whether we like it or
not," she said.
The students plan to market their
movie through educational institutions
and their national chapters across the
country as a learning tool for Greek
organizations.
"This program is trying to say, on one
hand, we [Greek organizations] are part
of the problem, but on the other hand,
we're taking responsibility," Caron said.
An estimated 85 percent of college
students drink, according to the film —
and blame tends to fall on Greek organi-
zations that may be seen as "party hous-
es and havens for heavy drinking."
"It's something that we all have to
face," junior business major Chris
Henninger said. Henninger is a member
of Lambda Chi Alpha and the current
UMaine Interfraternity Council presi-
dent.
The Greek Peer Educators were
founded in 1991 to confront these stereo-
nothing out there," she said.
After witnessing the success of
Athletes for Sexual Responsibility's
three nationally marketed videos, the
Greeks decided to break into the movie
business about a year ago, Caron said.
About $10,000 was needed to finance
the project, though many donated their
time. The funds came from sales of the
Athletes for Sexual Responsibility's
videos, and will be replaced once the
"We're not trying to tell them what to or not
to do, just give them a little insi9ht," Josh
Gaynor, a third-year bioresource en9ineerin9
major and member of Phi Kappa Si9ma.
types. The program is a credit course
taught each semester by Caron, in which
students from Greek organizations take
responsibility for educating the campus
at-large, and in doing so, educate their
own chapters.
"They're the ones who become the
most educated. They benefit as much as
the students who are going to watch the
movie," Caron said.
The Greeks are helped in their mis-
sion by four additional peer education
classes; Peer Educators, SHARE (sexual
help and reproductive education), Maine
Precaution (a focus on HIV/AIDS issues)
and Athletes for Sexual Responsibility.
Students have presented a skit called
"Liquor, Lust and the Law" to students at
UMaine for the past few years, because
few educational resources about drinking
and Greek life exist, Caron said.
"I've looked for material, and there's
Greek film is sold, Caron said.
The movie's themes came from the
students, who insisted that it be realistic.
Last semester's class drafted the plot,
then Caron worked with her sister, a pro-
ducer in New York, to fine tune the
script. Students were adamant that the
movie not preach against drinking,
Caron said. Instead, they attempted to
show students how to drink responsibly.
"We're not trying to tell them what to
or not to do, just give them a little
insight," Josh Gaynor, a third-year biore-
source engineering major and member of
Phi Kappa Sigma said.
The movie follows six major charac-
ters through a typical Saturday night in
which they're faced with date rape,
drunk driving, bingeing, fake IDs. Like a
choose-your-own adventure story, the
See FILM on page 5
Th 
is looking for motivated writers to cover campus and commu-
nity news. No experience is required. Writers are paid
by the story. Call Kristen Dobler at
581-1270 for information on training ses-
sions or stop by and visit us
at our offices on the fourth
floor of Chadbourne Hall.
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Sex Matters by Sandra L. Caron
Q: Over the past few years I have
had a few girlfriends and have always
been careful and responsible about
safe sex. My problem concerns some-
thing that happened to me last semes-
ter. One night after having too much
to drink, I found I could not get an
erection when I tried to have sex. I
knew the reason was alcohol, but I
can't seem to shake the fear that it
will happen again whether or not I've
been drinking. This worry just seems
to always be there and actually gets
worse on those occasions when hav-
ing sex is likely to happen. How can I
get rid of this worry and get on with
my sex life? Male, Senior
A: You've just described one of the
most common sexual dysfunctions
occurring among college students who
go out drinking on any given Thursday
night at the University of Maine. In
terms of your thought process lately, I
would ask you to think about ways to
control your thoughts. Let's say you
were with someone and becoming sex-
ually aroused but it wasn't the right
moment. What would you do? You'd
probably think of something else —
something non-erotic — in order to
calm yourself down. Well, the same
technique can be used in reverse. If
you start to worry about your perform-
ance, start thinking about something
that will make you feel more aroused.
Over time, your concerns should sub-
side. You've made an important first
step in recognizing the source of your
concern, and you know it's mental, not
physical. So now you just need to work
on pushing those negative thoughts out
of your head. Best wishes.
Q: There's a guy at school who's
been interested in me for several
months. When he first started talking
to me, I never considered dating him.
There were no sparks whatsoever. But
since there wasn't anybody else, I
have gone out with him just about
every weekend, but I always insist on
paying my way because I don't want
to give him any ideas. We do get along
great, we laugh a lot and always have
a good time. I suppose I could get to
like him more if I let myself, but in the
past I've always known it from the
first time we met when a guy was
going to be my boyfriend. I would feel
an instant attraction, and so would
he. I feel strange letting myself
become closer to this guy since the
chemistry wasn't there in the first
place. Female, Sophomore
A: If you read your own letter care-
fully, you should see the answer to
your question. You fell in love quickly
with all of your past boyfriends, and
what happened to those relationships?
They didn't last. Of course that does-
n't mean that a "love-at-first-sight"
type of relationship can't last, only
that it is not a good indication of
whether or not it will. So if you find
yourself slowly developing those love
feelings for this guy, stop fighting it. I
really support the slogan: Start a trend,
fall in love with a friend. In this way,
you get to know the person first,
before developing a love relationship.
BE SURE TO TUNE IN TO "SEX
MATTERS LIVE" WEDNESDAY
EVENINGS FROM 10 P.M. -11 P.M.
ON YOUR CAMPUS RADIO STA-
TION: WMEB, 91.9 FM.
PHONE (581-2333), FAX (581-4343),
OR FIRSTCLASS (SEX MATTERS
DROP BOX) YOUR QUESTIONS!!!
Sandra L. Caron is an associate
professor of family relations/human
sexuality in the College of Education
& Human Development; she teaches
CHF 351: Human Sexuality in the
spring semester.
Vice President from page 1
istration departments: government relations,
marketing, development and public relations.
She will also work closely with the
University Alumni Association and the
University of Maine Foundation. Reardon
will be coordinating with their staff to
raise money.
Hoff was unavailable last night for
comment.
"It'll take a while for me to work on a
solutions," Reardon said, "But hopefully it
won't take too long. I want to jump right in."
Call for CLASS BOOK c-Ez
,0 NOMINATIONS I.
sho,,,,  k\rst
o \lie J/ &
• \`' c ?,- Q)Po u t\\O\ Of the/Bad ing \-
The Academic Affairs Committee of the Faculty Senate is
soliciting nominations from faculty, students, and staff for
the University of Maine Class Book for the academic year
2000-2001. The criteria for the class book include:
1. The book should bc of sufficient intellectu-
al rigor and cultural iriterest to engage an
audience of university tacuity and students,
yet broad enough to appeal to a diverse aca-
demic cohimunity.
2. All nominations shQuld I2e accompanieplly
a cppy of the book (which will be returned to
you) and a one page statement outlining the
arguments' in favor of its selection.
3. The book should be ayailable in paperback
and reasonable cost.
Flease send nominations to James
Horan, Chair of the Academic Affairs
Committee, Dejoartment of Fublic
Administration, 239 N. Stevens Hall.
The deadline for nominations is Friday, February 26,1999
BE A GOOD Volunteer.
American Heart
Association
Turtles from page 1
This does not, however, stop people
who value the species' higher-than-aver-
age intelligence from keeping the animals
as pets.
"They are desired by traders because
they are docile and intelligent," Rhymer
said. "We're using forensics to determine
where turtles come from when a collector
is found with them."
These turtles, like many others, take
about 13 to 15 years to reach sexual matu-
rity. That is, if their eggs hatch, Compton
said. Cold weather, predators, pet collect-
ing and habitat destruction are threatening
the species.
"These turtle populations will not
bounce back," he said. "Each adult is
essential to a population. We need to be
thinking ahead. For every egg that's laid it
has a one in 1,000 chance of survival."
Acadia University in Nova Scotia has
created a Turtle Watch to educate people
about wood turtles and to warn them not
to collect them.
"Public education is an important
component," Rhymer said.
Compton agrees, saying there is a
change in the way nongame wildlife is
being viewed.
"There is a growing realization that
species are going extinct, and we need to
do something about it," he said.
Speech from page 1
• Specifying whether a certain remark is
hate speech can be difficult though.
"One person's hate speech is another
person's free speech," Eko said.
While most countries in the world
have laws against hate speech, the United
States doesn't. Eko said most expressions
of hatred and bigotry is political speech
and is protected by the First Amendment.
"Only fighting words uttered 'in your
face' are illegal," he said.
Fighting words are words directed at
one person, which almost certainly lead to
immediate violence.
Panel member Stephen L. Wessler,
the chief of the public protection divi-
sion of the Maine Attorney General's
office responsible for enforcement of
the Maine Civil Rights Act, said U.S.
laws narrowly cover what many people
find offensive.
Wessler said there is a large line
between threats that are punishable and
those that are permissible
"It has to be something that is very per-
sonally directed at you before the law is
going to come in and do something," he said.
Even if most people do not want to
hear what certain groups have to say, such
as the Klu Klux Klan, Eko said people
must give them a chance to speak.
"It's better for them to throw words at
me than to throw bombs at me," Eko said.
UMaine deals with hate speech
through a hate speech provision in the
Student Conduct Code. Like UMaine,
many colleges and universities instill hate
speech codes, but Peard questioned
whether the codes solve bigotry problems.
"Will verbal purity result in any kind
of significant change?" she asked.
Wessler said hate, prejudice and big-
otry can't be stopped, but the codes help
suppress offenders' actions.
"We can suppress the haters by being
effective at condemning them," he said.
"It's exposing the coward and the bigot
for what they are."
Moody disagreed with Wessler and
said offenders could be dealt with in a
more positive way.
"I would disagree with Steve's hope of
'suppress those people into the dark hole
from which they came' and propose that
we don't suppress their speech with more
hateful speech, but to educate those people
as to why we don't believe that their hate
filled language is appropriate," he said.
Members of the forum seemed to
agree that UMaine faces the same prob-
lems with hate speech that most other col-
leges and universities do.
"The issue is not whether there is a
greater problem here than anywhere else,
but that there simply is a problem that
needs to be dealt with in a constructive
and educational manner," Moody said.
Despite the forum's concern, hate
speech problems aren't likely to diminish
anytime soon.
"Societal problems don't get solved in
an evening, however, the forum was very
educational for me, and helped to clarify
how the law sees free_ speech and hate
speech, as well as how individual people
can address these issues," said Eva Curry,
a senior mathematics major and leader of
the Student Women's Association.
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Approximately $230 worth of
CDs and cassette tapes were reported
stolen on Saturday at 12:08 p.m. from a blue
1987 Saab 900 parked in the Hilltop Parking lot.
A 17" Gateway computer screen was
reported stolen from the math lab at 10:09
a.m. on Friday.
Six thefts were reported from a women's
dressing room in Hauck Auditorium Saturday
at 5:06 p.m. A total of $130 in cash and cred-
it cards were stolen.
A wallet containing $150 was reported
stolen on Monday at 9:25 a.m. from a locker
at the Mahaney Diamond. ,
Public Safety responded to the Field House
after a man attempted to throw a sock at a
game official's head during a recreational bas-
ketball game on Sunday at 8:26 p.m. The man
was asked to leave, but he refused at first. The
man left once Public Safety was called.
By Kristen Dobler
Maine Campus staff
'Po liceReports
John L. Zumbach III, 22, and Michael G.
Chain, 22, were arrested on charges of bur-
glary Sunday at 3:23 a.m. after an officer
observed them standing on the front lawn of
Lamda Chi Alpha. The men had entered
Lamda Chi Alpha and taken a plaque. They
had also entered Phi Kappa Sigma and taken
a picture of its fraternity members. The officer
said they appeared to be concealing some-
thing and were hiding behind trees. The two,
who appeared intoxicated, said they were
visiting the university for the night.
Brian Benito, 19, who had previously
been given a criminal trespass order not to
enter any residence halls, was spotted at
Aroostook hall when the building was being
evacuated because of a fire alarm on
Saturday at 4:10 a.m. Benito was arrested on
charges of criminal trespass and taken to jail.
An officer, who was traveling west on
Sebago Road Saturday at 3:58 a.m., spotted
a blue two-door car speeding and driving
erratically. Bethanie P. Genest, 18, was sum-
moned for operating under the influence.
Justin T. Demott, 21, was arrested on
charges of operating under the influence
after an officer pulled his car over on
Flagstaff Road by the Donald P. Corbett
building Sunday at 1:14 a.m.
• Racial Crime
Texan gets death penalty
JASPER, Texas (AP) — Smirking and
cursing his victim's family as he was led
away, white supremacist John William
King went to death row Thursday for
chaining a black man to a pickup truck
and dragging him to pieces.
Eleven white jurors and their elected
black foreman took less than three hours
to sentence King to lethal injection rather
than life in prison, taking about the same
amount of time they needed to convict
him Tuesday of murdering James Byrd Jr.
in one of the grisliest racial crimes since
the civil rights era.
King becomes the first white sent to
death row in Texas for killing a black per-
son since capital punishment resumed in
the 1970s. Texas has executed only one
white person for killing a black — in
1854.
Byrd's relatives wiped their eyes after
hearing the death sentence but declined
Judge Joe Bob Golden's offer to say
something to King.
Byrd's nephew Darrell Verrett held up
his fingers in a V sign and said,
"Everything's OK." On the courthouse
lawn, women high-fived each other and
exclaimed, "Justice is served!"
"For once, I'm proud to be from
Jasper. For once, justice has been served
in Jasper," said Ethel Parks, a black
woman wearing a T-shirt with a picture of
Byrd beneath the words, "Love, Peace
and Harmony."
Spectators taunted King, yelling
"Bye! Bye, King!" as he was led from
the courthouse.
When asked if he had anything to say
to Byrd's family, King said "Yeah" and
muttered an obscenity.
"I wouldn't expect for him to say
'God bless the Byrd family," said Byrd's
sister Mary Verrett. "It just sums up the
total personality of this young man. He
has no remorse, even in the face of death."
Through his attorney, King released a
statement saying: "Though I remain
adamant about my innocence, it's been
obvious from the beginning that this com-
munity would get what they desire; so I'll
close with the words of Francis Yockey.
'The promise of success is with the man
who is determined to die proudly when it
is no longer possible to live proudly."
Yockey, who died in 1960, was an
author of Nazi doctrine.
Prosecutors had urged the jury to sen-
tence the 24-year-old King to death, argu-
ing that he would be a menace even behind
bars. A life sentence in Texas carries the
possibility of parole after about 40 years.
"By giving Mr. King a life sentence,
you're giving him at least 40 years to
catch a black guard, a black nurse, a black
doctor, a Jewish guard, a Jewish nurse, a
Jewish doctor, or anybody else," prosecu-
tor Pat Hardy said. "You're giving him a
chance to catch anybody who doesn't
believe in his satanic, racist views."
The conviction and sentence will be
automatically appealed. It could take six
or seven years for his appeals to run out
and the execution to take place.
Film from page 3
characters are shown deciding whether to
take unnecessary risks because of alcohol.
The film asserts an alcohol-crime con-
nection in 75 percent of campus arrests, a
number that Public Safety's Deb Mitchell
and Associate Dean of Student and
Community Life, Robert Dana, verify.
"The vast majority of on-campus
crime involves alcohol, generated by peo-
ple's misuse, at UMaine and across the
country," Dana said.
Bill Kennedy of Judicial Affairs said
that a majority of the incidents that pass
his desk, particularly those involving first
and second-year students, involve drink-
ing.
-And most disturbances in the dorms
are alcohol-related," Kennedy said.
Drinking is a common social activity
for UMaine students, most have probably
been to a fraternity party, Gaynor said.
But UMaine's Greek organizations bristle
at "Animal House" stereotypes.
"You don't want people to join just
because of the drinking, because of the
parties," Frannie Oviatt, a fourth-year
education major and member of Delta
Delta Delta, said.
As a result, drinking is regulated at
some functions, with monitors or even
officers checking identification, Oviatt
said. And the Greek organizations' nation-
al chapters have reigned in the drinking,
with Pi Beta Phi, Chi Omega and Delta
Tau Delta dry now, and Phi Kappa Sigma,
Sigma Nu and Phi Gamma Delta outlaw-
ing alcohol in 2000.
The change of attitude hasn't gone
unnoticed. Conduct violations at fraterni-
ty and sorority houses have gone down in
recent years, Kennedy said.
"There's less probability of crimes
happening in fraternities now," Officer
Mitchell said.
Though the situation at UMaine is
improving through national pressure and
programs like the Greek Peer Educators,
"Liquor, Lust and the LaW" will not mean
a resolution to alcohol issues within
UMaine's fraternities and sororities.
"In a college surrounding, drinking is
so prevalent. It tends to be socially accept-
able - making this doesn't mean it's going
to stop," Oviatt said.
WORK IN THE
MASS MEDIA
oin the team at UMaine's Award-Winning Student-Run Publication
We're currently looking to fill posi-
tions in the production depart-
ment for the Fall, 1999 semester.
Qualified candidates will be familiartill
Macintosh Computers as well as Current
page layout and graphics software.
The positions are open to all majors.
To pick up an application, stop by the Fourth Floor of
Chadbourne Hall after Spring Break.
For further information, call 581-1267.
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EDITORIAL
First Amendment comes first
Sen. Mary Cathcart is sponsoring a measure to ensure that freedom of expressionis not restricted at Maine's public universities. Whether by speech or by publica-tions like The Maine Campus , student voices should not be hushed at the
University of Maine.
In a forum delineating free speech from hate speech held Wednesday evening, students were
asked to gauge the acceptability of speech in the following scenarios: (1) A white male yells out
his window to a group of drunken black females who had awakened him, referring to them as
water buffalo." (2) A female student hangs a sign on her door stating that "fags" would be shot
on site. (3) A black student refers to a classmate as a "white trash honkey."
In each case, audience members raised their hands if they would support punitive action by
the university. A shocking number supported punishing these students for expressing an unpop-
ular opinion.
The Maine Civil Rights Act exists to ensure protection from hate crime. When there is any
threat of violence, it is invoked, as it ought to be.
But public universities are taking this too far and becoming frighteningly polite. The cur-
riculum for beginning philosophy and English classes tend to be built not on the canon, but on
supporting a moderate political view.
Students are required to study civil rights and gay rights in freshman composition - the first
course they take at UMaine. English courses require "his or her" and "humankind." To gradu-
ate, students must satisfy an environmental education requirement.
A school's core mission is to expand students' minds, and whether or not we're teaching the
"right" side, political correctness narrows the viewpoint presented to Maine's students.
UMaine carries a hate speech restriction within its Student Conduct Code. A restriction that
was likely applied to the Casey Belanger FirstClass incident last year. But such a broad state-
ment, that a student can be punished if his offensive speech is based in bias, can easily be
abused, particularly in such a political climate as UMaine.
The Civil Rights Act will protect students from hate, but Cathcart's resolution is necessary
to protect the university from itself.
Remedy homeless problem
One thing that has posed a serious problem for Maine over the last fewyears is one that many around here sometimes fail to notice. Despiteboasting a low crime rate, Maine, and in particular Bangor, is still
embedded in a homeless problem that isn't appearing to subside. Although
homelessness is a common problem throughout the country, it is the recurring
problem among the youth here that makes it all the more bewildering.
Members of the Maine Coalition for the Homeless recently asked the 119th
Legislature to fund, in its entirety, the Shelter Operating Subsidy, which carries
a price tag of $3.1 million.
But the prospects aren't good for future relief to aid homeless teen-agers in
the state. Although some youths leave home for the excitement of being out of
the house to explore their freedom, many of today's teen-agers are faced with
insurmountable problems within the home. Neglect, violent behavior and fami-
ly conflicts are strongly becoming the leading driving forces that propels teen-
agers to head for the streets. And this problem extends beyond the home.
The state should provide more funding to homeless shelters, especially since
reconciliation efforts can often be strained once a child leaves home.
According to the Bangor Daily News, no new shelters have been built in the
state within the last five years while the economy has seen a modest improve-
ment during this stretch.
The number of youths taking residence in shelters has leveled off over the
last few years, but this is no reason the state shouldn't address the problem.
Now, the answer to the teen-age homelessness problem begins in the home,
but the state should still make a more concrete commitment to helping part of
its future.
The M
The University of Maine Newspaper Since 1875
Editor in Chief: Misty Edgecomb
Business Manager: Kurtis Marsh
City Editor: Kristen Dobler
Production Manager: Ajay J. Harding
Volume 116
Brad Morin, Managing Editor
William Stewart, Sports Editor
Elisabeth Gold, Style Editor
Jason Canniff, Photo Editor
Elizabeth Beaulieu, News Editor
Stan Dankoski, Asst. City Editor
Derek J. Rice, Opinion Editor
Erin E. Tucker, Advertising Manager
Kraig King, Network Manager
Judy Williams, Asst. Advertising Manager
Christopher Snow, Asst. Business Manager
Lyombe Eko, Faculty Adviser
The Maine Campus, a non-profit student publication, is printed at Courier
Publications, Rockland, Maine. Our offices are located on the fourth floor of
Chadbourne Hall, UMaine, Orono, ME 04469. Telephone numbers: City Editor, 1270;
Sports, 1268; Photo, 3059; Production Manager, 3196; Production Desk, 1267; Style
Editor, 3061; Opinion Editor, 1269; Editor, 1271; News Editor, 1275; Business
Manager (subscriptions/accounts), 1272; Advertising, 1273; Fax, 1274. All materials
herein ©1999 The Maine Campus, unless otherwise noted. All rights reserved.
Courtesy ot the USBIC Educabonal Foundation (800)767-2267.
• Column
A good run can cure all
/used to love runningmore than anything.Actually, not just run-
ning, long-distance run-
ning. For years, every
Sunday was my day, the
day I could do a long run
without any restrictions . I
would wait
until I
felt an
edginess
in my
legs and
w o. u 1 d
then set
out without lim-
iting myself ahead of time
with a specific course or
distance.
If I felt good, I would
just keep going, enjoying
the time to myself and
knowing that I could go
for as long as I wanted.
For some reason, I almost
always felt my best on
these days and would
challenge myself to go a
little longer and to pick
up the pace. I used to
wonder why I never felt
that good when racing.
No matter how bad a
mood I may have been in
before a run, it always
made me feel better. I do
not know if it is the
exhaustion or the sense of
accomplishment or both,
but nothing could bring
me out of a bad mood like
a long run or a hard work-
out. One Sunday, I had a
fight with my parents
before I went running and
ended up doing a 14-mile
loop at a good pace. I felt
great and when I was fin-
ished there was no anger
left in me.
I have read lots of arti-
cles that say that exercise
helps people deal with
depression, anger and
mood swings. I complete-
ly believe this, but for me
nothing works as well as
running. I stopped running
competitively two years
ago and then stopped alto-
gether. I tried aerobics,
cross training and lacrosse
but nothing could replace
the feeling I used to get
after a good run.
So, I attribute two
years of crankiness to not
running. Now I am trying
to start back up again, not
only to spare those
around me any more of
my bad moods, but for
myself, as well. I miss it
and although I spent a
couple of years denying
to everyone I know that I
missed it I have finally
come to terms with it.
I had embarked on a
few short runs in the past
and found myself so frus-
trated with how I felt that
I did not stick with it.
This past Sunday, howev-
er, something changed in
the way I had been think-
ing about running. I
pulled on my wind pants
and told myself that I was
going to run three miles
right then and there, no
excuses. I had a mission.
It was cold, and I left
at dusk so no one would
see me if I was going
really slow. I headed out
expecting to hyperventi-
late within the first mile.
Surprisingly enough, I
did not. I did not feel
great, not even close. But
I felt like I could do it and
even picked up the pace
for the last half mile. It
was probably the slowest
three miles I had ever
run. That
w a s
before I
r a n
again on
Monday.
B u t
this time,
the slow
pace does not make me so
frustrated. I can tell that
something is different
about this attempt to begin
again. Something in the
way I think about running
has changed and it may
allow me to fall in love
with it once more. I know
now that I cannot judge
myself by the standards I
used to — not yet anyway —
but at least learning how
to run and maybe compete
again do not seem com-
pletely out of reach. This
time I am doing this com-
pletely for myself.
I have no delusions
about this being easy. I
know that there will be
days when I feel like crap
and days when I would
rather just stay in bed.
But this time I also know
that I am not going to
stop and give in to the
fact that I am slower than
I would like to be and
more out of shape than I
have ever been. This time
I am just- happy to know
that I will be running
again tomorrow.
Rebecca Zaner is a
senior journalism major
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• Other Voices
Dartmouth Greek culture disputed
By AI ibayo
Ogunshola
/n my freshman year, Iwent to some fraternityand sorority parties.
Sadly, it was a while before 1
realized that I did not like them
very much. However, I do not
appreciate the "choice" I was
given to discover this - all I
realize is that more than a year
of my life was thrown away in
a cycle of "getting work done
and getting wasted."
It is not my opinion that
human behavior is purely a
function of the environment,
but there is such a thing as
influence. Three years ago, I
expressed to an acquaintance
the sentiment that the "fraterni-
ty culture" at Dartmouth,
because of its sheer pervasive-
ness, constituted an impedi-
ment to the development of
creative personalities here. My
interlocutor, later a member of
a house near West Wheelock,
had this reply: "If you don't
like it, then transfer."
I am writing this article nei-
ther to ingratiate myself with
any party in the matter, nor
even to have as many people as
possible identify with my posi-
tion. It is merely my hope that
it will provide some matter for
others to consider.
Perhaps it may be suspected
that someone writing against
sororities and primarily against
fraternities will have some cyn-
ical motive, like jealousy.
Maybe I am, in the slang of
urban youth, a "player-hater."
This is not the case; I may be
one of the "creative loners" at
Dartmouth, but I could easily
have decided to join a Greek
House and emulate its coolest
member instead. Or perchance it
is because I am not an
American, but a citizen of a
West African nation by pure
descent, that I rail against this
pillar of the European-
American collegiate experience.
Actually, though, my cul-
ture is entirely a personal one
and its bases are a belief in
imagination and progress.
A friend of mine and I had
a short dialogue concerning the
recent decision of the Trustees
to substantially reduce single-
sex organization activity at
Dartmouth. As it happened, my
friend had been a member of a
fraternity: not a really
troglodyte example such as a
particular East Wheelock resi-
dent, but a less stereotypical
one on Frat Row. He had since
quit, and presently described
his experience in "brother-
hood" as bull, though he used a
similar but slightly longer
word.
The house had been fraught
with cliques; the whole thing
was primarily for those who
wanted a suitable image from
which to launch their social
ambitions. Any "community
service" they professed to
rarely descended beneath the
patently per functory.
They may have, in some
cases, high GPAs, but college is
not necessarily about those,
especially when their acquisi-
tion consists of learning from
brothers which classes not to
take and which are "guts." The
week works out very well for
many a frat member, I hear
first-hand: do the minimum
work required, then "cool off"
with as many equally vacuous
house activities as possible.
Counter-examples to this
trend are not as commonplace as
some would have you believe.
I recall an article by
Professor Jeffrey Hart in the
Dartmouth Review three years
ago. Hart characterized most
practices not originating in
Europe or certain parts of Asia
as unimportant customs and
rites, not suitable for higher
education, hence the inherently
useless nature of Latin
American and Caribbean stud-
ies, African and African-
American studies, and the rest.
Leaving the reader to judge
for himself the accuracy of this
assertion, I will comment that it
somewhat approximates my
feelings concerning many
aspects of the Greek system.
Laid bare, the latter consists
mostly of nonsensical customs
and rites that unfortunately carry
the weight of being "established
tradition" at Dartmouth.
It happens, however, that
Dartmouth College is a profes-
sional organization that should
seek to provide the best education
possible. If the trustees feel that a
fraternity-free atmosphere is most
conducive to the broadening of a
person's mind, they will not be
doing their job if they leave the
Greeks in their present form.
Numbers do not make right
or wrong; 83 percent support over
Blitzmail is merely a phenome-
non of the present — administra-
tors must look beyond. If you, as a
student, desire choice, remember
that Dartmouth is a voluntary
institution — you can find a hos-
pital that will let you smoke if you
wish. Or perhaps I should put it
this way — you could always
transfer.
Ajibayo Ogunshola wrote this
piece for The Dartmouth
(Dartmouth College). This column
appears courtesy of U-WIRE.
• Column
The blame game
When it's time to play the
blame game, more and more peo-
ple settle it in court. Some recent
lawsuits show how justice can be
done. But there are some others
that are simply ridiculous.
Eva Howlett, an Orono resi-
dent is suing Rite-Aid because a
pharmacist at the Fairfield store
gave her children a wrong pre-
scrip-
tion
for the flu.
The three children were given
an anti-psychotic drug to control
nausea, but it was 50 times the
prescribed dosage. When
Howlett's daughter collapsed on
the floor, the children were
rushed to the hospital.
Fortunately, they recovered and
suffered no permanent damage.
Rite-Aid compensated the
family for medical and legal fees,
but now Howlett is suing for
emotional distress.
Considering that her children
could have died, Howlett's law-
suit seems reasonable. Rite-Aid
obviously deserves the blame in
this situation. The question in
court is how much the family
should be compensated.
But sometimes the plaintiffs
in civil suits are trying to place
the blame on someone else for
their own mistakes.
The same day this story led
the front page of the Bangor
Daily News, there were two other
stories on the wire of some
bizarre lawsuits. One example is
a Michigan man who is suing the
tattoo parlor that misspelled his
tattoo.
Lee Williams had "villian"
tattooed on his arm when he
meant to have "villain." He did-
n't notice the mistake until a
friend saw the tattoo and made
fun of him.
One reason why this lawsuit
is so ridiculous is that the cus-
tomer and employees at the tat-
too parlor were debating before-
hand what the correct spelling
was. If neither the Williams nor
the tattoo artist had the motiva-
tion to find a dictionary and
check the spelling, what business
does this man have suing the
company for $25,000?
It's no big deal that Williams'
tattoo was misspelled anyway. It
won't make much of a difference
whether "villain" is spelled cor-
rectly when it's tattooed across
his arm in large letters. It will
probably still create the same
impression on strangers: "This
guy is an idiot."
In another case, the parents of
a 16-year-old girl are suing the
mother of her teenage boyfriend.
The girl, Leanne Detmer, had
become pregnant and had an
abortion. The parents argued that
the boy's mother knew of the
affair and should have put a stop
to it.
The girl told the jury that the
mother had encouraged the pair
to have a baby, something the
mother denies.
How can the parents sue over
this? It's their responsibility to
raise their child and teach her so
she makes the right choices.
Even if this woman had told the
girl to get pregnant, she should
have known better.
It's like what our mothers
used to say, "If someone told you
to jump off a bridge...," you
know the rest.
Too many of these lawsuits
are when people try to blame oth-
ers for their own mistakes. If
someone is a psychopathic serial
killer, his abusive childhood may
have been a factor, but it should-
n't be an excuse for his crimes.
Leanne should have used her
own judgment. Even though she
is only 16.
As for Williams, he should
have checked the spelling of his
request before he got his tattoo,
since it was obvious to him that
the employees did not know. The
only "villain" in this lawsuit is
Williams' ignorance.
If people want to bring up
lawsuits like these, they are bet-
ter off bringing it to "Judge Judy"
and stop wasting taxpayers'
money. If not, they should just
place the blame where it belongs,
on themselves.
Bradley Morin is a senior
journalism major.
EDITORIAL POLICY
The editorial pages of The Maine Campus are for the free
exchange of ideas among members of the university community. Letters
to the editor should be no longer than 250 words. Guest columns
should be approximately 600 words. Submissions should be typed,
double-spaced and must include full name, address and phone number.
Anonymous letters will not be published without a compelling reason.
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40 Evel Knievel's
hometown
41 It may have a
twist
42 Shoot up
43 Quarterback
O'Donnell
44 "Marriage at
(Veronese
painting)
45 One more than
47-Down
47 Low card
To bring a correction to our attention please
call 581-1271 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 12
p.m., e-mail To_the_editor@umit.maine.edu or
stop by the offices located on the fourth floor of
Chadbourne Hall, across from ASAP Media Service.
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I think I have
Tourette's Syndrome of the
hand. I've been making profane
hand gestures to cars when
they pass my dad on the
interstate.
It's an involuntary digital
muscular response.
My dad almost got into a fight.
So, I promised him for the next 2
weeks I'd keep my right hand in
my pocket.
It's only my right hand. Maybe
it has been cursed by the devil.
Maybe my right hand has been
involved in some indecent
activity for years and now is
suffering from past sins.
Our family minister has
Tourette's too. His sermons are
very very colorful.
Life i arettydarn good.
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TOP TEN LOUSY WAYS
TO SPEND SPRING BREAK
10. Dedicate vacation to organizing
your extensive collection of Mr.
Gnu clippings.
9. Research the illustrious history of
Shibles Hall.
8. Have dinner at the Oronoka
(Warning: two weeks may not
be enough time).
7. Become a religous attendee of
Ushai... Oshi... Geddy's.
6. Scrabble tournament with
Grandma.
5. Road trip to NYC to be part of the
studio audience for Jerry
Springer.
4. Go to Cancun with Spooky Tooth
and the Vulture.
3. Gain valuable work experience
through an "internship" at Pizza
Dome.
2. Go skiing in the Swiss Alps without
a shovel.
Hide out in your dorm with a hot
pot and a two-week supply of
Ramen noodles.
1.
.By Ward Libby
New York Times Daily Crossword
ACROSS
Paul Claudel's
"Cinq Grandes
5 "My word!"
9 "Civil
Disobedience,"
e.g.
14 Lead, often
16 Pitch
17 Reporter's quest
is Winter treat
19 One way to
serve 18-Across
20 Nearing bedtime
21 Sound of swift
passage
22 It goes with tails
23 Prick
25 Picnic serving
27 Use a food mill
29 Dewlaps
29 Union fighter:
Abbr.
30 On --
(equipotent)
31 Manners
32 "Double
Indemnity"
author
33 Brainard, the
Absent-Minded
Professor
34 N.B.A.
teammate since
1947
35 Parceled
36 Mugged
38 "A Natural Man"
singer, 1971
39 Cairn
composition
40 Met manager,
1950-72
41 Jukes
42 Not drawn out
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
AJAR SWAM PRIZE
LIMEJUIICE MEMOS
OBEID! ENCEI SCANT
PERIL
AMC
IDLE
DIVE
TIE
DEXBROSE
OGEE
CAD
PEACECONFERENCE
ORNAMENTALTREES
PLANETARYSYSTEM
RA
CILL
INDROGI
ONE
I ADOS
GSA
TO
MECCA
ISE
N
°OOZE I RONEDOUT
A Dog x SUR ()NUDE N
TEASE TSAR EERO
as Really fancy
47 Where a bus
passenger might
step
48 Purport
49 Flood mark
50 Museum
Folkwang locale
51 Metallurgist's
stock
52 Knock off
DOWN
Gager Thorpe
2 Exertion
3 Suffix with disk
4 Less reputable
5 1981 N.B.A.
M.V.P.
6 Like some
concerns
7 Shake or break
follower
8 To Shakespeare
it was
"honey-heavy"
9 They may be
narrow
10 Couch potatoes,
say
11 Visit
12 Desertions of
dogma
13" ,right!"
15 Ferret's cousin
20 Slouches
22 Broadcaster's
need
23 Displaces
24 Customs
25 Unreadable
26 Pixie stick
Edited By Will Shortz
No. 0704
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17 18
19 20
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27 28 29
30 31 32
33 34 35
36 37 38
39 40
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46 47
as 49
50 51 52
Puzz e by Hervey Estes
27 Qualm
28 Laughing stock?
31 Uses an
airborne
defense
32 Barrel race
participants
34 Revere signaler
35 Ball boy or ball
girl?
37 Bill ,the
Father of
Bluegrass
38 Forty-niner's
quest
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'Odyssey' performers captivate audience
By Anastasia Pocheptsova
Special to the Campus
" Sing to me of the man, Muse, the
man of twist and turns
driven time and again.
Many cities of men he saw and
learned their minds,
many pains he suffered till he reached
his native land.
Long exercised in woes, oh Muse!
resound."
The plays presented this week by the
Aquila Theatre Company of London at
the Maine Center for the Arts were very
visual and exciting performances of two
classical authors of the past: Shakespeare
and Homer. However, to stage "The
Odyssey" was a lot more challenging.
After seeing "The Comedy of Errors,"
which to my mind was altered to the mod-
ern interpretation sometimes too dramati-
cally (still quite amusing), I was wonder-
ing what they would do with one of my
favorite brilliant legends. These thoughts
were disturbing me when I came to "The
Odyssey" performance on Tuesday. But
when the lights went down, when the cur-
tain went up and the first sound of music
touched the ear...
You were in — no other thoughts were
floating in your mind. Just you, eager to
capture every word, every move in the
performance. And all the ancient Greek
legends, so unbelievable in the real world
and so genuine on the stage, appeared
before your wide-open eyes.
The actors had that incredible talent
to keep the audience with them all the
time, through all the adventures, through
all the pain Odysseus had to suffer before
• Free speech?
To speak or not to speak
By Adam Crowley
Maine Campus Staff
"Them's fighting words..."
I had a great seat to watch three pan-
elists take turns on "old man loathing"
with baseball bats made out of compas-
sion and understanding at Wednesday
night's "Free Speech and Hate Speech:
Where do we draw the line?" panel dis-
cussion.
But swing as they might, the beast of
loathing would not fall down and die. He's
an ornery old bird.
I felt like I was at a show down with
three quick-draws, the men and women
with the fastest hands in the West. And
Little Old Amendment Number One saun-
tered on up, six shooters blazing in the
mid-day sun, and screamed, "Draw!" And
all hell broke loose.
Don't believe me? There were at least
five officers of the law on hand. Ask them
about it. They will tell you the 10-down
using words the state deems appropriate, I
bet.
I sat near a camcorder they were using
to verify the event, real close so I could
hear the buzzing of its guts, and watched
the panelists work the audience into a
frenzy.
Panelist one, attorney Pat Peard, spoke
using examples from cases of verbal abuse
in an attempt to make the audience ques-
tion where the line of right and wrong
should be burned.
Panelist two, University of Maine pro-
fessor Lyombe Eko, spoke about the need
to let all voices be free, about how impor-
tant it was to not gag a single mouth. He
spoke wisely.
Panelist three, Stephen L. Wessler who
enforces the Civil Rights Act for the state
of Maine, spoke out, oddly, by reading the
illegal aspects of cases that involved hate
speech and censoring most of the legal
words. But at least he spoke,
The speakers, in their different ways,
spoke about how we regulate those who
would use a voice box to vilify, criticize
or diminish another human being. All
were .on target, blew the tin can off the
fence post, because the audience, once
hit, responded to them with their own
voices and concerns.
They got us to respond, to say, "We are
alive and we hear you!" Some were
quizzical and some raged spastically with
their questions for nearly an hour. We
engaged each other and asked where it
was appropriate for a civilization to draw
the "line." Such a line, perhaps as imagi-
nary as the equator, should not be placed
haphazardly — if it is even to be placed at
all.
And during all this Little Old
Amendment Number One was screaming,
"Draw! Dammit! Draw!" as he always
does on such occasions.
But I kept thinking about that cam-
corder whirring away. It didn't talk at all
and just passively observed the entire
thing, storing it way down deep, better
than anyone in the room could if left to
their own devices. It's a machine, see, it's
the only thing on earth that can listen to
language and expression and not feel
something. I suppose the only way to get
close to that level of coldness and impar-
tiality is to die and be dead forever and
ever.
You're still part of the game but you
don't say much. I hope that's the only
way to get there. Because you can't tell
people what words to use, can't program
people to only respond to the words you
want them to without turning them into a
grotesque machine, without robbing them
of life.
People are made up of many things
See SPEECH on page 10
he reach his native shore. The action was
extremely dynamic and enchanting. The
lightning that struck the boat when the
hero and his men were trying to make
their way home; the one-eyed giant,
Polyphemus, the son of Poseidon, who
threatened their lives; and the wind and
the sea that swallowed Odysseus into its
very depth - it was all so real! And not by
the employment of the extremely sophis-
ticated lighting technology, rather by the
way the extraordinary artistic skills of
the actors and the creativity of the pro-
duction dragged you into their world.
What is amazing is that the whole play,
with all the heroes that were in it, was per-
formed only by six actors. Only six for all
the gods and people, for all the Greeks and
their mysterious enemies. In some episodes
they didn't even have time to change their
dress according to the new role. Yet that did
not even matter. You believed whatever
they were saying and doing on the stage.
You simply trust them and place the fate of
the Odysseus in their hands.
I won't be retelling you the story of
Odysseus, not only because I'm not
Homer, or Alexander Pope on whose
adopted rendition from Greek the play
was based, but because it is a legend
that is worth reading and worth seeing
on stage.
The main theme in "The Odyssey" is
not only the unique Greek myths which
are combined together in honor of the
journey, but it's about the man, the god-
like man, who resists adventures on his
way home, undergoing change within
himself. Each foe made him stronger and
wiser, braver and calmer. Every year spent
away from home made him older, yet built
strength in his soul. When he finally reach-
es the shore of Ithaca he has to face the last
enemies at his own home, suitors longing
for the favor of his wife, Penelope. Here,
he would use all he had learned through
the long years of wandering.
And all ends well. How else could
one end a beautiful, ancient legend,
about the man, the favor of the gods, the
famous Odysseus? Well, the gods never
betrayed him.
• Lauryn Hill
Comment sparks controversy
By Bridget Madden
Special to the Campus
Spread across the front page of the
Style and Arts section of Monday's paper
was Lauryn Hill, artist extraordinaire. Not
only can she sing and rap, but she writes
all her music, produced her album and is
an actress. She has been dubbed the
"Queen of Hip-Hop."
She is also the mother of two young
children. She attended Columbia
University, but her college career is on
hold for her music and for motherhood
now. To top off all that, she received an
unbelievable 10 Grammy nominations for
her debut solo album "The Miseducation
of Lauryn Hal." She's amazing.
There is a problem, however.
Whenever I mention that I enjoy her
music, a debate is often sparked. I don't
know who remembers this, but back in
1996 a Hill quote spread like wildfire and
angered many fans and non-fans alike.
The alleged quote from Hill, as I heard
it, was "I'd rather have my children die
than have white people listen to my
music." It has become somewhat of an
urban legend, getting misconstrued as
passed from ear to ear. And no one knows
where it originated, either.
I decided to do some research about
this issue. Is Hill racist? Was she racist,
but, as people sometimes do, has she
changed and grown to be more tolerant?
Is this quote true? Regardless, now that
she actually has children, and white
people are definitely listening to her
album, I am sure she would not make
that statement today.
So far, my results are inconclusive. In
all my internet searching and current
events research, I have yet to come across
an article that even refers to the contro-
versial comment at hand.
Also, I have yet to find anything she
says or any of her lyrics racist.
However, there is often a message of the
need for empowerment within the black
community in what she says and in what
she does.
A few years ago, Hill started the
Refugee Project, which is an organization
that aids in "providing access to opportu-
nities that might be otherwise unavailble"
to needy children throughout the world
("Miseducation" album cover).
One of these projects is Camp Hill,
which, in Hill's words, "encourages a
change in the attitudes and social agendas
of young people from negative to posi-
tive...from a lack of self-respect to a com-
prehensive understanding and respect for
our ethnic diversities" (MTV news
7/30/98). That doesn't sound racist.
Another point is: Who cares?
Shakespeare was racist and chauvinistic
in his work, but the bulk of people are
not going to judge his work based upon
that. Hill is a talented artist, like
Shakespeare. Why do we focus on race
with her? The answer is obvious —
because she's black.
Regardless if the comment was said,
I'm still going to listen to
"Miseducation" over and over again
because it is good. Just like, despite my
feminist and anti-racist feelings, I am
still going to enjoy Shakespeare's plays
because they are good. The point is, if
you like her music, then that is all that
really matters.
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• Un philosophy
Don't try this at home
By Terrance Brown
Maine Campus Staff
Today was spent, at least for the most part,
in my buddy's room doing nothing at all.
I'm not working for the next two weeks
because I don't feel like it and I really
don't need any money simply because I'm
going to be home for the longest time
since Spring Break last year and I'm going
to be able to eat all of my mom's food as
opposed to commons food or all the white
pasta with butter that I ate when I wasn't
living on this campus.
But not working for a couple of weeks
isn't that big of a deal because the only
reason that I work in the first place is to
enable myself to work. I have a car that I
have to pay for by working so that I can
get to work.
Now, if I didn't have that car I would-
n't be able to drive to work, but at the
same time I wouldn't need to pay for it so
I wouldn't have to work in the first place.
I don't know, I guess that I use the car
for a lot of other stuff like driving to the
bar or to the store to buy cigarettes, both of
which are truly beneficial to my well
being, and now that I'm older and all that
shit, I guess that I really can't go without
having a car.
I mean, I do have to get home to
Millinocket on. occasion and I'm too old to
have my mommy come and get me every
time I need to get home, not to mention the
fact that I can't burn on the way home if I'm
in my mom's car, she doesn't allow smok-
ing in her precious Camry. Anyone that has
to drive the northern interstate knows how
boring the ride can be if they don't have a
least a little bit of a snap going on.
I don't drive my car drunk because
anything that important to do when
you're drunk can wait until the morning,
but driving when you're high is a whole
different story.
Whenever I go home I'm usually
stoned and I drive about 65 miles an
hour, which is, or at least is supposed to
be, the speed limit. Now, when I'm sober
I go about 90. I don't think I'm a tough
guy or a cool guy or feel any need to dis-
obey the law, it's just that when you're
not high it's a really boring ride.
Now, when you're drunk you go
about 90, too, but you're also drunk and I
don't care how cool you are, nobody can
drive drunk as well as they can drive
when they're sober. But pot? Shit, I
drive better. I'm nicer to my fellow driv-
ers on the road, I don't cut people off. I
don't pass and if a situation is sketchy
than I'll pretty much lay back as opposed
to gunning it with my eyes closed hoping
that I'll come out unscathed.
Maybe I'm wrong, but I do know that
around mile marker 202 when I'm nice
and toasty, smiling my litle face off and
driving a scenic 63 miles and hours, I
always seem to say to myself or to my
occasional passenger, "Uh, I forgot. Could
you tell me why marijuana is illegal
again?"
But it is illegal and I deal with that
fact. I don't know. I mean, it's not like
it's that hard of a thing to get away
with. Hell, we've got stores that sell
bongs, papers, hukkahs, pipes, glasses
and every other little contraption you
can get baked with.
A little Spring Break advice
By Jeffrey Byrnes
Special to the Campus
Is life worth living? That depends on
the liver -Anon. (c. 1855)
Spring Break is once again upon us
and people are getting ready to hit the
road. Hopefully some of you are lucky
enough to be going some place warm
and fun like Florida, Jamaica or
Cancun. For the past two years, I have
been lucky enough to spend my breaks
in Cancun and so I thought that I might
share some helpful hints with you vir-
gins of Spring Break.
First and foremost, Spring Break is a
24/7 party, it absolutely never stops and
this is why you are there. You can leave
your room at any time of the day or
night and find thousands of drunken
revelers partying like it is 1999, which,
by the way, it is.
Second, sleep is not an option. You
worked and slaved away so that you
could afford this fantastic vacation that
you are about to go on, so sleep should
be the last thing on your mind. My
sleep ratio was about 4/24, four hours of
sleep per day. In bed by four or five and
on the beach by nine or ten worked
pretty well for me.
Third, the drinking does not stop.
I mean lets face it, you are there to
drink and party your ass off. Booze
never stops flowing and it flows hard.
Shots of tequila can be found just
walking down the street, margarita's
and pina coladas flow all over the
beaches, and Dos Equis is the water
of Spring Break.
Fourth, meals are not necessary.
Maybe one meal a day or a snack, but
you will not be to hungry down there
in that heat. Just in case you do feel
the craving for sustenance, please
remember that there is a sandwich in
every beer.
Fifth, you are on a limited budget so
plan accordingly. Do you really need to
take tours of the back country or spend
45 dollars for an hour of jet skiing?
Pick one or two big ticket things that
you really want to do and enjoy them
because you still need money for all the
clubs and all the booze.
Finally, I leave you with this, P-A-
R-T-Y!!!! You are only in college once
and this is your time. Leave all of your
inhibitions behind and go forward in the
knowledge that you are about to have
the best time of your life.
I mean, sure, there's not a whole lot of
places where you can buy crack pipes, I
think most of those are pretty much home-
made, but that's a good. thing. But you do
have to have money to buy you're Graffix
brand smoking devices and papers and the
pot itself, so I guess after all this ranting
and raving you do have to have a car and
you do have to work because if you did-
n't, than you'd not only have no place to
smoke the shit, but no pot to smoke in the
first place.
But for the next week I should be all
set. I know a lot of people back home that
won't mind sharing with me, because
unlike beer or even cigarettes nowadays,
no one that I know will ever refrain from
passing a fatty over to me.
• Alice in Wonderland
Short is just one big 'striped figure of delight'
LONDON (AP) — Martin Short is
known for being a funny man, but one par-
ticular day last summer on a sound stage
just west of London, it was his get-up that
was prompting smiles.
Playing the Mad Hatter in a new TV
movie of "Alice in Wonderland," Short,
who had spent more than two hours get-
ting into his costume and makeup, was a
huge-eared, striped figure of delight.
"Alice in Wonderland" is a 134-year-
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old tale that remains compelling both to
wide-eyed children and their Freudian-
minded parents — "the closest thing I can
think of in literature that delves into a
childhood nightmare," Short said.
"Things become so blatant, and yet Alice
remains so calm, as if nothing has hap-
pened. Just as in dreams, her reaction to a
lot of the story is whimsical."
This newest version of Lewis Carroll's
1865 classic has its TV premiere Sunday
at 8 p.m. EST on NBC. Besides Short, the
Hallmark Entertainment production stars
Miranda Richardson as the Queen of
Hearts, Whoopi Goldberg as the Cheshire
Cat and 13-year-old Tina Majorino, who
co-starred with Goldberg in "Corrina,
Corrina," in the title role.
Speech from page 9
beyond gear bits and nouns and verbs and
sunshine and razor sharp slurs that cut and
sting and fester and pop like puss-filled
zits all over the people who are hurt by
such remarks.
But they are, I believe, connected to
their words with umbilical cords made up
of emotions that are staked into the hearts
of even the most vile buffoon. And each
careless snip, each dumb, unthinking
blunder, and every suppressed emotion
that is suppressed without understanding
why ... well, it pulls the tender tissues just
a little bit farther apart.
Tweedledum and Tweedledee are the
intriguing double-act of Britain's Robbie
Coltrane ("Cracker") and American TV star
George Wendt ("Cheers"), while the Walrus
and the Carpenter are Academy Award-win-
ner Peter Ustinov and Pete Postlethwaite
("The Lost World: Jurassic Park").
The $21 million TV movie is the latest
in a seemingly unstoppable flow of pro-
gramming from Robert Halmi Sr., the 75-
year-old executive producer whose other
recent ventures include a live-action
"Animal Farm," to be shown on TNT in
October, as well as "Merlin" and "The
Odyssey." His son, Robert Halmi Jr., is
co-producer and president of Hallmark
Entertainment.
"All my shows are fantasies and
dreams, and I have to raise the bar a little
bit with every project," Halmi said,
speaking softly so as not to interrupt film-
ing a few feet away.
With each of his TV adaptations, the
Emmy Award-winning "Gulliver's
Travels" in 1997 included, "we have to
make it that much better," said Halmi.
"Alice," he said, is "a story that has
never before been told right."
Carroll's "Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland" and "Through the Looking-
Glass" were written for children, but are
often best enjoyed by grown-ups who find
powerful messages in their hallucinatory
dream logic.
"People think Lewis Carroll must
have been on drugs, that he had ulterior
motives — none of which is true," the
show's English director Nick Willing
said. "It's very sad to say, 'Oh, we can't
possibly just be that imaginative; we have
to take drugs."
The story in any case allows for visual
treats, whether re-creating creatures like
the Mad March Hare and a huge-winged
griffin, or building a courtroom set whose
enlarged castle of playing cards at the cli-
max comes crashing down.
And what of Alice herself?
"She's the only sane character in this
insane world," said Willing, who praised
Tina Majorino, his young American lead.
"At 13, Tina was already self-possessed
to know what she had to do," he said.
That included making sure her lines
were delivered in keeping with the period.
"I can't say 'urn,' like,"uh' — well you
can actually get away with `uh': hesita-
tion's OK," said Tina in an interview dur-
ing a break from algebra homework.
The actress had also been working to
straighten her "very laid-back, hunched-
over" American posture into line with the
more stiff-backed Victorian era.
Neither Tina nor her director doubted
that the story itself would live on.
"People can relate to it," said the star,
even if "it's more surreal than any dream
people would have."
"I don't know that you ever fully
understand 'Alice,— said Willing. "Part
of the beauty of the material is that it
remains a cryptic puzzle."
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• Roc-A-Fella
Jay-Z gets ready to tour
NEW YORK (AP) — It's a hurricane
of noise and activity at the Manhattan
offices of Roc-A-Fella Records.
Jay-Z, co-founder and lead artist of the
label, is starting a national tour in just a
few days. Also on the tour: fellow hip-hop
big dogs DMX, Method Man, Redman
and DJ Clue.
There are photos to take, and last-
minute details to work out, and everyone
seems to be talking and rushing every
which way — even though the official
workday ended hours earlier.
Every hurricane has an eye, a center of
complete calm.
The eye of Roc-A-Fella's storm is
casually flipping through the pages of a
magazine. Jay-Z's tall, lanky frame is
stretched out on a couch in an office, with
his feet propped up on a desk.
His face doesn't give away much. If he
is nervous about the tour — a tour that
many say will make hip-hop history — he
doesn't show it. When it comes to hip-
hop, Jay-Z knows exactly how good he is.
"I know people think I'm very arro-
gant," he said. "I think I'm very confident
with my skill level. Overall, I'm not a
cocky person."
He also understands the power of hip-hop.
"It sets trends, tells you what's cool,
sheds light on things that are going on in
ghettos across the United States," he said.
"It marks the time of your life. If you hear
a hip-hop song, you know what you were
doing at that time. It's a musical diary."
His records are anthems of street life,
of the struggles that come from trying to
survive in the environment where he grew
up. His concern is for the people who still
live in that environment, not for gaining
accolades and awards.
"I really try to let a lot of people know
that I understand their struggle, and the
things that they're going through," he
said.
Jay-Z, born Shawn Carter, is a native
of New York. He grew up in the housing
projects in Brooklyn. As a teen and young
man, he hustled drugs for a living.
Now he lives in New Jersey, and his
business is hip-hop. But Jay-Z, who won't
disclose his age, hasn't forgotten his past.
On the contrary, where he came from
influences everything he does.
His latest release, "In My Lifetime,
Vol. 2: Hard Knock Life," entered the
charts at No. 1 and stayed at the top for
five weeks. Previous releases have gone
gold and platinum.
The Hard Knock Life tour opens
Saturday (Feb. 27) in Charlotte, N.C., and
will continue until mid-April. The way
Jay-Z figures it, the fans have it made.
"Redman and Method Man are incredible
performers, and I think me and DMX, we
have some of the hottest records out," he
said.
Last year, Jay-Z portrayed himself in
the semi-autobiographical short film,
"Streets Is Watching." The film's sound-
track included the hit single, "It's
Alright," and introduced some of Roc-A-
Fella's brightest new rising stars —
Memphis Bleek, Re11, Diamonds in the
Rough and the Ranjahz.
Can he see a day when he won't be
performing? Sure, "that's cool with me,"
he said. He wants to make Roc-A-Fella a
strong company. And if that means giving
up performing to concentrate on business,
he'll do it.
"This isn't the end, this isn't the apex.
I haven't arrived. I have other things to do.
I have other goals to achieve," he said.
Although Jay-Z was nominated in all
three rap categories at the Grammys this
year, "I don't really think about that
because the Grammys don't really respect
rap music in the way I think they should."
He said DMX — with two No. 1
albums in one year — didn't receive a sin-
gle nomination.
"How do you do that?" he asked.
• ,Tv
Millions tune in for Grammys
NEW YORK (AP) — Nearly 25 mil-
lion people tuned in to watch hip-hop star
Lauryn Hill, Madonna and the "Titanic"
song, "My Heart Will Go On," become
big winners on CBS's Grammys telecast.
The show's 16.6 rating and 26 audi-
ence share represented a slight dip from
the 1998 Grammy show, which delivered a
17.0 rating and 27 share for CBS.
Still, Wednesday night's telecast was
the second most-watched Grammy Awards
since 1993. The Grammys hit a low of 17
million viewers in 1995.
NBC's long-awaited interview with
Juanita Broaddrick, who accused
President Clinton of sexually assaulting
her 21 years ago, delivered a slight bump
in the ratings for "Dateline NBC" despite
the Grammy competition.
The newsmagazine had a 9.7 rating
and 15 share, airing opposite the first hour
of the Grammys, according to Nielsen
Media Research on Thursday. That was
above the show's average for Wednesday
nights of an 8.8 rating and 14 share.
A rating point represents 994,000
households, or 1 percent of the nation's
estimated 99.4 million TV homes. Share is
the percentage of in-use televisions tuned
to a given show.
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• "Lansky"
Dreyfuss takes it on
NEW YORK (AP) — In the begin-
ning, there was "The Godfather." It begat
"The Godfather: Part 2."
Then, in the quarter-century since,
audiences have been exhilarated, chilled
and sometimes grossed out by all the sub-
sequent films depicting organized crime as
a family affair thrashed out over platters
of pasta.
This is worth recalling as the HBO film
"Lansky" premieres Saturday at 8 p.m.
EST.
Richard Dreyfuss stars as Meyer
Lansky, a Jewish immigrant from Poland
who grew up on Manhattan's rough Lower
East Side at the turn of the century. A man
who denied the existence of the Mafia and
professed to be "a gambler, nothing
more," he would become an underworld
figure of legendary proportions.
Certainly that legend has nourished the
movies' view of the wise guy way of life.
"You can't help but know about Meyer
Lansky if you've seen 'The Godfather,—
Dreyfuss noted during a recent chat.
Who could forget the Lansky-inspired
Hyman Roth in "Part 2"? In one memo-
rable scene, he icily laments the fate of
Moe Green — a fictional likeness of
Benjamin "Bugsy" Siegel, who invented
Las Vegas and got whacked for his trou-
ble.
Make no mistake, dapper visionary
Siegel (played by Eric Roberts) looms
large in the "Lansky" saga. Eyed by his
mob brethren for suspicious construction
cost overruns, he is defended by Lansky as
"one of the few men in the history of the
world who created something out of noth-
ing."
"Lansky" doesn't shortchange the
genre's favorite execution scene:
Ambushed from behind, a rival boss
slumps face down in his dinner plate.
"But this is a non-gangster movie,"
Dreyfuss insisted. "It's really more of a
character study than it is about his sup-
posed illegal activities."
The script by David Mamet calls for
three young actors to portray Meyer at
successive phases of pre-adulthood
before Dreyfuss takes over.
"Then my Meyer changes from his
40s to mid-70s," said Dreyfuss. He plays
Lansky as remote, calculating and wary.
"But at every stage I had to figure out
how he walked, his physical demeanor,
the timbre of his voice, what concerned
him and why."
No problem. Dreyfuss, who has made
some 40 films and won the 1977 Best
Actor Oscar for "The Goodbye Girl,"
said he doesn't get too agitated over his
craft.
"I'm not a Type A. I'm an amiable
person who strolls," he said amiably.
"Acting comes out of your head, and if
you have a well-populated imagination
then you don't really have to do a lot of
research for every character you play.
"I knew of Lansky's reputation —
that the government considered him a
See LANSKY on page 12
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• What a Novelist Wears
Style is important to Tom Wolfe; he likes his white suits
NEW YORK (AP) — A white suit is
not your everyday suit.
Don't touch, the slightest blemish can't
be hid. Dry cleaning? It may cost more
than the suit. And there's the style itself:
elegant or shout-out-loud, few can pull it
off.
Except Tom Wolfe. He's been wearing
white suits for about 30 years, whether day
or night. When he's at his summer beach
house, he leaves the suit behind, but still
wears white from head to toe.
He has other clothing — "I do not live
in white suits," he says. White suits are
clearly, certifiably, unmistakably his uni-
form.
Ever since his first real fame in the
early 1960s (chronicling the nation's
countercultures, from the bell-bottomed
drug scene to surf-crazed Californians and
on to astronauts and Wall Street bankers,
all while taking potshots at literary bas-
tions like The New Yorker), Wolfe has had
this thing for white suits.
Now he's a novelist, writing huge epics
of life-as-we-live-it. On the back flap of
"A Man in Full," his new 742-page best
seller — there he is, resplendently attired.
"Dress tells other people how you
want to be treated. And what you
expect," he says one windy winter day,
wearing — what else? — a three-piece
suit of cream white and razor-sharp
lapels, shoes capped heel and toe in
black, a watch fob in the vest pocket.
"It's amazing to what extent people will
grant your implicit request."
It's the look of a throwback, a dandy, a
star. Formal, a touch Southern, clean to the
point of untouchable. Cool.
"One does not dress like this unless
one wants people to stare. What does he
want people to stare at?" says Tibor
Kalman, who, as a designer, toys with the
images that people and products present
to the world.
Wolfe is still thin at 68, his hairstyle
unchanged from a photo on the mantel
taken decades ago. His ears are big for his
head. He is soft-spoken — nothing like
the hammered attack of his writing,
though the carefully chosen phrases are
almost as precise.
Wolfe considers the suits, then offers
this explanation: "I guess you could say
advertisement."
He tries again: "Mark Twain had also
worn white suits, particularly toward the
end of his career. I think he had white
tails, everything. He was asked about it by
a reporter. He said, 'I would never want to
be conspicuous. On the other hand I don't
terribly object to being noticed.' That
probably sums it up."
He tells a 37-year-old story: How he
came to New York in 1962 with a white
suit too heavy for the summer and wore it
in the fall despite the old saw that such
suits are only to be seen between
Memorial Day and Labor Day.
"It just annoyed people terribly," he
says and smiles, as if that explains every-
thing. (His first white suit, however, was
worn when he went to Cuba for the
Washington Post. And he recalls the
details of his father's white suit down to
its pleats and belt.) •
Wolfe has honed his nuisance to an art.
He chooses from among "about nine"
white suits, all custom-made by the same
tailor down Madison Avenue from his
Upper East Side home overlooking
Central Park. At one time, he had 15 or so,
all white and bright.
White is unforgiving. Even with excel-
lent care ("you have to find good clean-
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ers"), the suits last only about five or six
years. "These suits, over time, are going
to become more and more yellow."
Not that he throws them away. They
do cost upward of $3,500 each.
"They're like police horses, they've
been through too much to be sent off to
the knackers plant," he says. They are still
put to use — in the closet, as padding on
hangers below the new suits, the ones that
get seen.
"That's really the way to care for a
suit, to have a great big wooden hanger
and another jacket below. It just keeps its
shape."
And then there are the ties — never
bow, always tied four-in-hand. Shoes —
20 pairs or so. Canes — he's sporting one
made from the vertebrae of an animal.
And bowlers, straw hats, fedoras.
Style, obviously, is important. Wolfe
winces at the clothes people wear on the
street. He would never wear his only pair
of jeans in public (they're punishment, to
be worn when he's racing for a deadline
and can't leave his writing desk), and
takes pride in criticism that in his novels,
clothing serves as insight into character.
Clothing is character, he says.
"People who say that they don't care
about such things are the ones who do the
most. Except they're not dressing to stand
out, but to fit in." On his windowsill are
busts of Balzac, the prolific chronicler of
19th-century France, and Twain — the
white-suited satirist of American 19th-
century life.
Are the suits, as he jokes, a plea for
attention? Or the opposite — a way to
mask the REAL Tom Wolfe, to hide the
details? The Virginia upbringing. The
Yale education. The wife and two kids.
The Jack Russell terrier named
Strawberry.
"He's a little bit of a contradiction," a
detached observer who refuses to blend in,
says Mark Edmundson, an English profes-
sor at the University of Virginia.
Wolfe considers that and tells another
story — a day in the mid-1960s when he
left the white suits behind. He tried to
dress as he thought a race car fan at the
track might look: green tweed, brown
suede shoes, fedora.
It didn't go over. People wouldn't open
up to that Tom Wolfe. He was losing the
story.
"I got the message. I wasn't fitting in
and it wasn't like I was going to fit in." He
took that lesson to heart.
"Trying to fit in can be a trap. ... If you
think you're hip, you're fitting in, you
can't ask those questions" so necessary to
report and observe. So he dressed as he
felt comfortable, white suits and all,
regardless of whether others might see it
as bizarre.
"You must be more like the man from
Mars. 'The man from Mars is here and he
doesn't know what's going on, and he
wishes somebody would fill him in.'
People are filled with information and
they love to tell you things you don't
know," he said. "Never again did I ever
try to fit in."
And the white suits remained, multi-
plying in Wolfe's closets as his literary
stature grew.
How about a look inside that closet?
Tom Wolfe — the writer who gets so
close to his characters that readers can
hear the spiteful thoughts of the surfers in
"The Pump House Gang" and smell the
sweat of Charlie Croker in "The Man in
Full" — smiles and says no.
"I never open my closet to the press."
Lanksy from page 11
supremely powerful and influential mob-
ster, that he was supposedly the one who
said, 'We're bigger than U.S. Steel.'
"But I come from a Jewish family
from the East Coast, from people who
were struggling in business from the time
they got off Ellis Island.
"And I know that in the areas of
Brooklyn that my father grew up in, there
was an infestation of Jewish gangsters,
and they were rich, strong, tough men
who didn't take any (stuff) from anybody.
For Jews, these gangsters were objects of
a certain kind of hero worship. Lansky is
not such an alien creature to me."
Even so, Dreyfuss doesn't claim to
have the final word on Lansky.
"I've met people who knew him who
said he was one of the most steely and for-
midable people they'd ever met. Other
people told me he was like their Uncle
Leo. I don't know who he really was."
Furthermore, the flesh-and-blood
Lansky (who died in 1983 at age 80) was
refracted through the prism of Mamet, the
celebrated playwright and screenwriter
whose works include "Glengarry Glen
Ross," "Speed-the-Plow" and "Wag the
Dog."
In full force, the Mamet style of dia-
logue is jagged, elliptical, and sometimes
dizzyingly circular. For instance, at the
film's end, Lansky sits for an interview
over lunch in a Miami Beach deli.
Munching his tongue sandwich, he takes a
stab at justifying his life, one spent as
"essentially an oddsmaker," for the
reporter:
"Ya see, environment — a little bit,
yes. But at an early age, who you are is
who you are. And that's everyone. You
want some more coffee?"
Dreyfuss recalled first encountering
the "Lansky" script. "I said to myself,
well, the real fun in this is gonna be to do
this as written — EXACTLY as written —
and make it make sense."
Not such a gamble.
BE A GOOD
RIG NO
Volunteer
•
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• Men's hockey
Spartans in the tourney
By Drew Chabot
The State News (Michigan State U.)
(U-WIRE) EAST LANSING, Mich.
— While the Spartan hockey team basks
in the glory of its second consecutive
league title, the remaining CCHA clubs
are still scrapping for positions.
Northern Michigan, Notre Dame and
Ferris State are fighting for the fourth and
final home CCHA playoff spot and only
two points separate the three teams.
Ferris State (28 points) hosts MSU on
Friday and Bowling Green on Saturday.
Notre Dame (29) hosts Northern Michigan
(30) for a pair. Losing their last four
games, the Fighting Irish fell out of the
national top 10 and an NCAA Tournament
bid is now in question.
Northern Michigan, on the other hand,
has lost only once since Dec. 26, going 6-
1-4 in CCHA play after the new year, and
5-0-1 in their last six road games.
Snatching three points last weekend, the
Wildcats vaulted from sixth place to fourth
and moved one point ahead of the Irish.
"I've felt all along that we were good
enough to contend for third or fourth
place," Northern head coach Rock
Comley said. "There's only one team
that's separate and that's MSU.
Everybody else is pretty much the same."
Northern's tourney chances are also in
question. The fourth and final home play-
off spot can be very important to a team on
the bubble, but not to the Wildcats.
"We've played better on the road,"
Comley said. "So maybe home ice is not
that important. If we. want it, we haye to
split with Notre Dame."
Once a nip-and-tuck battle, Miami
(Ohio) jumped out to a three-point lead
over Lake Superior State and a four-point
lead over Western Michigan for the eighth
and final playoff spot with a pair of one-
Goal victories.
However, the RedHawks play two
games in Yost Ice Arena against a hungry
Michigan team, winless in its last eight
games (0-4-4).
"We've been playing better and we're
coming out of (the slump)," UM head
coach Red Berenson said. "Now we need
to take it a step forward."
UM, with two games in hand, trails
Ohio State by four points for second.
Alaska-Fairbanks is no longer in playoff
contention.
ALL-TIME BEST: Last year, former
Spartan and Hobey Baker Memorial
Award finalist Chad Alban set a CCHA
record with a 1.63 goals-against average.
His successor, sophomore goaltender Joe
Blackburn is on pace to shatter the year-
old record. He has a 1.38 average in
league play.
FRIEND OR FOE: Michigan senior
captain Bubba Berenzweig and MSU sen-
ior captain Mike York will put their alle-
giances aside after season's end. They
were named Team USA co-captains for
the North American College Hockey
Championships on April 10-11. In its third
year, the tournament expands to two
games between American and Canadian
college all-stars. The games will be held
at Joe Louis Arena in Detroit and the
sparkling new Air Canada Centre in
Toronto.
REPEATING REDHAWK: For the
third time in four weeks, Miami (Ohio)
sophomore forward Jason Deskins earned
CCHA Offensive Player of the Week.
Deskins scored two game-winning goals
— shorthanded against Alaska-Fairbanks
on Friday and in overtime against Ferris
State on Saturday. He. tallied three goals
total and added an assist.
ANOTHER CHAMPION: No. 1
North Dakota (26-6-2 overall) has a 14-
game unbeaten streak and WCHA league
record 19-game unbeaten streak (18-0-1).
North Dakota wrapped up the regular sea-
son title on Saturday with a 4-3 come-
from-behind victory over Alaska-
Anchorage.
Cronin from page 16
12, Cronin found another way to make the
squad.
"As a skater I didn't make it, and then
they needed another goalie," Cronin said.
"For the first time I threw on the pads and
I beat out four guys for the position."
Before coming to Maine, Cronin
starred at New Hampton Prep in New
Hampshire, a period which Cronin referred
to as "the best experience of my life."
A goals-against average of 1.89 with a
.927 save percentage in her senior season,
along with a nod as her school's Female
Athlete of the Year, might have had some-
thing to do with that.
"People asked me while I was still
there if it was college, would I stay, and I
would do it in a heartbeat," Cronin said.
"We didn't always have the best teams,
but we had fun playing."
But when it came time to select a col-
lege, Maine was the last school that came
to her mind.
"I wasn't looking at it at all because I
didn't know they had a team starting," she
said. "My father looked into it. Somehow,
he found out about it.
"This turned out to be my best option,
between being in-state, having scholarship
money to offer."
Oh, and don't forget the fact that she's
from the area as well.
"And plus there's the factor of being
able to play for Maine when I'm from
Maine," Cronin said. "I had a lot of pride
in doing that, knowing that I could play
for my state, and I knew I'd have a lot of
support."
Cronin also looked at Providence,
Princeton and Yale, among other schools.
The Future
Filighera is blunt when asked about
where he sees Cronin in three years.
"I think she can be the best goalie in
the league," he said. "She works hard and
she keeps getting better."
Cronin certainly isn't arrogant in any
sense of the word, but she isn't bashful
about her ambitions, either. While she
maintains that her classes come first and
foremost, she's not afraid to make some
hockey dreams as well.
"My only dream that I know I have is
to make the Olympics, to win the champi-
onships — I just want to go as far as I can.
Hockey is my first love."
The Maine Campus recycles.
Share it with a friend.
The Maine Campus
classifieds
help wanted
Come to New Hampshire for the
Summer! 6/20-8/19. Outstanding broth-
er/sister sports camps on Lake
Winnipesaukee seek skilled Counselors
for land sports, water sports,& the arts.
Room, board, & most transp. paid. Call
us, or apply @ our internet sites: boys:
www.winaukee.com; 800-791-2018;
girls:www.robindel.com; 888-860-1186
Summer Jobs w/ Upward Bound.
Work w/ high school students on the
UMaine campus. We need language
arts,foreign language, math, science
teachers & TS, Integrated Curriculum
Specialists; Residential Tutors
Counselors (Tcs), Residential Dir., Work
experience coordinators (2 positions),
Volunteer Experience coordinator, work-
shop coordinator, weekend camping trips
coordinators, summer work-study espe-
cially helpful. Excellent professional
experience. Room & board avail, for
some positions. Details/application:
Upward Bound; 226 Chadbourne Hall;
UMaine 581-2522
Summer Camp Counselors needed for
camps in Massachusetts. Positions
available for talented, energetic & fun
loving students as counselors in all team
sports, all individual sports such as
Tennis, Golf, Waterfront, Pool activities &
specialty activities including art, dance,
theater, gymnastics, newspaper, rocketry
& radio. Great salaries, room & board,
travel. 6/19-8/18. Enjoy a great summer
that promises to be unforgettable. MAH-
KEE-NAC (boys) 1800-753-9118 DAN-
BEE (girls) 1800-392-3752 www.great-
campjobs.com
- Fir hrs, telephone interviewing,
competitive rates. Call GRS @ 866-5593
Best summer job you've ever had-Maine!
Camp Caribou boys camp, Waterville
Maine. Hiring counselors/coaches:base-
ball, golf, volleyball, arts/crafts, canoe,
sailing, riflery, ropes course, archery,
water skiing, swimming, guitar/song,
leader. 6/18-8/14/99. Billat 888-305-2267
or email campcaribou@aol.com.
www.campcaribou.com
for rent
Orono-Share House-modern, quiet.
Non-smokers. Near bus. washer/dryer,
$250+ utils. Reduce rent 4 chores.
866-5548
Orono Share large new house parking
walk to UMO laundry. $275 includes all
866-0611
Roommate wanted 14 mi to campus.
$150/mo or best offer utilities incl. Call
827-1432
To the guy who called my answer-
ing machine - it messed up,
PLEASE CALL AGAIN on room-
mate 14 mi to campus. $150. 827-
1432
1&2 BR apts, Old Town pets allowed. 5
mi to campus quiet location Call Brad
866-3320 leave message
2 BR apt in Old Town. Sunny, spacious,
quiet, off street parking, near bus route.
heat, water, sewer. 827-3266
Orono, eff. 1,2,3 BR apts heat&hot
water incl. no pets. eff.s starting at
$210. 827-7231
Old Town Ledge Apts. Showing & leas-
ing 1,2,3,4 BR apts. Heat & hot water
incl. No pets. 827-7231
ORONO - apts for summer or fall. No
pets. 866-2516
misc.
SEX MATTERS LIVE! Wednesday
nights 10-11 pm 91.9 WMEB 581-2333
Three lines, three
days, six bucks
OF] c_PLE.Pr_Prfir_PE_Pc_P ri-3 uEl
ID
You can only taste 1-3
•
with your own tongue. I I•••
Do you like to write?
Are you interested in writing reviews
about books, concerts, dances, plays and
other arts happening about campus?
Come breathe some fresh air into the campus commu-
nity and share your experiences writing for the Style
and Arts section of The Maine Campus.
Apply at The Maine Campus offices, 4th
Floor Chadbourne Hall.
CALL L17 @ 58 I -306 I
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN WRITING.
C, C,
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Bears make the team
The America East conference
announced its annual all-conference
men's hoop team last night and four
University of Maine players made the cut.
Junior guard Andy Bedard, who led
the league with 6.6 assists per game to
go with 16.6 points per game, was a
first-team selection.
Fellow Boston College transfer Nate
Fox was a second-team selection at for-
ward. Fox led Maine with 17.8 points
per game and chipped in 8.0 rebounds
per game as well.
Forward/Center Allen Ledbetter, who
led America East with 8.4 boards a
game, was a third-team noninee.
Freshman Huggy Dye was an all-
rookie team selection, as the guard aver-
age 9.9 and 2.4 rebounds per game.
Maine battles Hartford in the first
round of the America East playoffs
tomorrow at Delaware.
Tragedy from page 16
What else is there? As news rippled
through the hockey program, the Black
Bears mourned, each in their own way, as
they faced the death of their friend.
"It didn't hit me until I went to the
rink," Maine senior captain Steve Kariya
said. "It was very upsetting for us. He was
a great guy and a great friend. He was one
of the guys. It's very sad."
"I was obviously shocked," said fellow
captain David Cullen. "He wasn't just a
guy who sharpened our skates. This hits
close to home. We lost one of our family
members. I'm going to miss him."
Rich was 23 when he died.
The Bears, who will play at UMass-
Lowell tonight before returning home to
host Merrimack on Sunday, will wear an
"RB" decal on their helmets the rest of the
season in honor of their fallen friend.
Maine head coach Shawn Walsh, who
coached Rich several years ago, will take
his team to the funeral Saturday to pay
their final respects. Walsh, when asked
about Rich, said he was stunned when
hearing the news.
"He was one of the guys you take for
granted for everything he did," Walsh said. "I
deal with it, but it's tough when I get around
the guys because it's a collective thing."
Open
your mind
You may learn
something about yourself.
The Maine CampusUMaine's thrice-weekly newspaper
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is looking for motivated
writers to report on
University of Maine sports.
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For more information, call Bill at 581-1268 or visit
our offices on the fourth floor of Chadbourne Hall.
No xpoi loon, is wowed Writers are paid for each story.
• The bottom line
Just let it hang out
By Josh Nason
Maine Campus staff
University of Maine Director of
Athletics Sue Tyler is most likely puzzled
at why students don't come out in droves
to most athletic contests at this campus.
I, for the most part, am just as surprised
as she is. It's disheartening to watch the
Cameron Crazies at Duke University go
berserk for their Blue Devils and then go
to one of our games and see the fans basi-
cally sit on their hands for our Black
Bears.
Of course, the age difference between
Duke fans and ours is like relating the
engine of a Corvette to that of a Ford
Escort.
That's why I love college hockey at
UMaine.
I never went to games in my first two
years here, but got back into the game this
year thanks, in part, to Gary McLaughlin.
Big Gary can be heard bellowing out
"Let's go, Maine!" most anytime the
Black Bears take the ice at Alfond Arena.
He drives up from Gardiner, stays with
some friends and cheers on his team to
the death, as he has been doing for count-
less years.
Now while McLaughlin isn't as young
in age as most college students, that has
never been a block to his emotions.
Those emotions open roll over onto the
opposing team or the officials, whom
McLaughlin will blast with insults when-
ever he sees fit. His guidelines are simple:
He doesn't swear out loud or use racial
slurs or anything that would be seriously
offending.
McLaughlin is, and always will be, a
true hockey fan.
However, I get the impression that the
athletic department, due to a letter that ran
in The Maine Campus sports section last
.week, is trying to eliminate fans like him.
That letter, and I quote, said, "To
demonstrate class and good sportsman-
ship, we ask all spectators to refrain from
directing profane or abusive language
toward coaches, players and referees.
"While this may be normal behavior at
sporting events in arenas throughout the
county, this is how we can be different."
It's not exactly cheap to go to school
here, especially if you live out of state. As
students, we get in free to games which
means we are technically season ticket
holders.
And I bet we pay more than the "fans"
who call themselves season ticket holders
who only come to Orono whenever
"someone big" is in town, like what has
happened the last two weekends.
Those aren't true fans - we are.
As true fans, we deserve the right of
free speech. The First Amendment doesn't
go out the window the minute we enter the
doors of the Alfond Arena.
Of course, this is all keeping in mind
that what you say is clean. I agree without
a doubt that screaming profanities doesn't
have a place at athletic events, especially
if there are little kids around. That's just
common respect.
But if McLaughlin wants to call
Hockey East referee Jim Fitzgerald an
idiot, like he did last Saturday when
Maine played Boston University, he
should be able to.
Case in point: McLaughlin didn't
agree with how Fitzgerald was officiating
the game and let him know about it fol-
lowing the first period while "Fitzy" was
going into the tunnel to the locker rooms.
A fan from the skybox came down as
well and was joining Gary in the good-
natured chiding. But a policeman on duty
told the man from the skybox to go back
upstairs or else he would be kicked out.
The response: laughter. The man did
leave, but not before he had some choice
words for the cop in which the general
premise was that he paid the cop's salary
and could do pretty much whatever he
wanted.
While that's debatable, what isn't is
that he should be able to say what he
wants and not be threatened with ejection.
Then there is the student who wrote
into the paper earlier this week and told
his story about being kicked out of last
Friday night's contest for banging on the
plexi-glass dasher around the rink.
I wonder how much of a security
threat he was. I am guessing not much. He
is simply a fan who got a bit too rowdy,
but that is no reason to get kicked out of a
game.
I suppose that is why we're strategi-
cally given student seating up in the bal-
cony where we can yell and have nothing
to hit on, save a metal barrier.
The gestapo was out in force last
weekend, positioned strategically at every
possible spot so as to allow no unworthy
student or otherwise to sit anywhere that
would be considered a good seat.
Student sections should be at the north
and south ends of the ice behind the goals,
with spillover running into the balcony.
Real season ticket holders get the best
seats anyway; I think we could get this
exception.
And as for the ticket checking, I seri-
ously think Assistant Athletic Director for
Internal Affairs Jim Dyer has better things
to do than to ask some college kids, "Can
I check your ticket, please?"
Hockey is emotional, especially at this
level with a team that is playing well like
Maine is. The fans get just as riled up as
the players do, sometimes more as seemed
to be the case last Saturday night.
Let the emotion run free. It seems to be
the only time when we can do that and not
get a summons, but even that is coming
into question. For a school that is trying to
reverse student apathy, hockey is the first
step in turning the tide.
UMaine Sports:
the victory, the defeat, the pride.
Read it in Sports.
UMaine's thrice-weekly newspaper The Maine Campus
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• Men's Basketball
America East playoffs set to begin
By Jay Baltes
Maine Campus staff
The cards have fallen where they may
in America East men's basketball.
The America East tournament will
begin today and continue throughout the
weekend with each team licking its chops
at a conference championship and a
NCAA tournament appearance.
Each of the 10 teams will try to wipe
the emotional slate clean as they face
opponents they destroyed, were
destroyed by, played evenly, or a combi-
nation of the three.
Here's the tournament rundown.
Today
Game 1: #8 Boston University vs. #9
Towson
BU (9-17, 5-13) is the undisputed dis-
appointment of the year. The Terriers, who
were co-champions with Delaware last
year and predicted third in the pre-season
polls have fallen far and fast. They will
meet lowly Towson (5-21, 4-14), a team
they beat twice by an average of 19 points,
including a 73-43 blowout three weeks
ago.
Game 2: #7 Northeastern vs. #10 New
Hampshire
New Hampshire (4-22, 2-16) is just
plain horrible and, with just one junior and
no seniors, is clearly in a rebuilding phase.
Northeastern (9-17, 6-12) is exactly where
they were predicted to be as the seventh
seed. They swept the Wildcats in two close
contests this season.
Tomorrow
Game 3: #4 Maine vs. #5 Hartford
The Black Bears (18-8, 13-5) bring the
league's best offense (81.1 ppg), best field-
goal percentage (.474) and best free-throw
percentage (.745) into the game. Maine
also takes comfort in having swept
Hartford (11-15, 9-9) by margins of 90-65
in December and 102-91 two weeks ago.
Hartford clearly has trouble stopping the
potent Maine offense and conversely, the
Black Bears have done well shutting down
guard Justin Bailey, conference runner-up
in scoring at 20.1 ppg.
The Black Bears sport two of the top
five scorers in the league in Nate Fox (17.8
ppg) and Andy Bedard (16.6 ppg) as well
as the conference rebounding champion in
Allen Ledbetter (8.4 rpg). Bedard also
ranks 11th in Division 1 basketball in
assists (6.6 apg).
Maine's six-seed jump from last year is
the biggest in league history.
Game 4: #1 Delaware vs. winner of
Boston University vs. Towson
Delaware (22-5, 15-3) needed a 10-
game win streak to claim the top seed for
the second consecutive year. The Blue
Hens would rather not play BU, as they
needed overtime to beat the Terriers 75-
74 in January. Towson, on the other hand,
has rolled over and played dead against
the Hens this season.
Delaware is led by scoring champion
Mike Pegues (22 ppg) and three-point ace
John Gordon, who has hit 45 percent of
his tres this season.
Game 5: #2 Drexel vs. winner of
Northeastern vs. New Hampshire
Drexel (18-8, 51-3) was on top of the
conference for much of the season until
last week. Although they technically are
the regular season co-champions with
Delaware, the Dragons lost the tie-break-
er (overall record) and dropped_ to second.
Both Northeastern and New Hampshire
have been swept by the Dragons by an
average of 10 points.
Game 6: #3 Hofstra vs. #6 Vermont
A game that could easily go either
way. These two teams split during the
season with Vermont (11-15, 7-11) taking
the first game 76-70 while Hofstra (21-8,
14-4) revenged the loss with a 73-59
drubbing of the Catamounts earlier this
month.
Both these teams have a Jekyl and
Hyde quality. Hofstra has proved unpre-
dictable by splitting games with top seeds
Delaware, Drexel and Maine during the
season while Vermont has also claimed a
victory over powerful Delaware but lost
against horrible New Hampshire the fol-
lowing week.
Sunday
Game 7: Winner of game 3 vs. winner
of game 4
The likely scenario would be the Black
Bears taking on the Blue Hens, teams that
split during the regular season with Maine
taking the first contest 70-59 and losing
the second 87-74 last Thursday.
Bad News: Delaware would be playing
on their home court, where only one team
has beaten them in the last 21 games.
Good News: Maine was that team.
Game 8: Winner of game 5 vs. winner
of game 6
Most likely will be Drexel against
either Vermont or Hofstra. Drexel would
rather play Vermont, having swept them in
the regular season while Hofstra gave
them trouble. The Flying Dutchmen lost in
a close 70-65 game early in the season and
but cruised, 79-59, over the Drexel last
weekend.
The tournament championship game
between the winner of game 7 and the
winner of game 8 will take place at the
home court of the higher seed on Saturday,
March 6.
• Women's Hockey
Maine's Cronin makes her mark for Bears
By Dave Bailey
Maine Campus staff
While Maine is a state long known for
its lust for hockey, the Pine Tree State has
never been known as a factory for hockey
players, unlike, say, Minnesota or
Massachusetts.
But that may be about to change.
After Brewer's Alison Lorenz set the
Amanda Cronin. (He photo.)
ECAC Division III League on fire last
year by being named Player of the Year,
York's Amanda Cronin is the second
Vacationland resident to make an impact
for the Maine women's hockey team.
The freshman goaltender has had a
solid first season for the Black Bears, put-
ting together an 8-9-0 mark with a 3.87
goals-against average.
Maine coach Rick Filighera isn't afraid
to dole out the heavy praise on his prodi-
gy.
"/ think that she is definitely one of the
top 10 goaltenders in women's hockey,"
Filighera said. "There are a lot of good
things that she brings to this hockey
team."
And on a team where almost everyone
else cOmes from faraway places like
Canada, Alaska, California and Germany,
Cronin is noticed by the locals who
remember the days when the sports teams
here were almost exclusively Maine born-
and-bred.
"A lot of the older fans come up and
talk to me after the games, and [they] just
say how great it was that I was from
Maine and playing for Maine," Cronin
said. "That makes me proud to hear that."
Mainer or not, Filighera sees Cronin as
someone who can make the big play.
"What you look for in a goaltender is
someone who can make all of the saves
they're supposed to make, plus the one or
two saves that can make the difference in
a hockey game," Filighera said. "I feel
she's done that at times."
Filighera cited Maine's sweep of
Boston College two weeks ago as an
example. After backstopping the Black
Bears to a sweep of the Eagles, Cronin
was named ECAC Goaltender of the
Week.
"[BC] got 37 shots, but I would say
maybe seven of them were glorious scor-
ing chances, and she stopped those
seven," Filighera said. "I saw at many
times she would come up with a big save
that kept us in hockey games."
Thrown into the fire:
Cronin has had to endure more pres-
sure than you might expect from your typ-
ical freshman. For one thing, she's the
only goaltender on a squad which boasted
four at the beginning of the season. But
Kathleen Hedges and Amy Oliver depart-
ed and Amy Coletta was redshirted, leav-
ing Cronin all by her lonesome.
"I was usually the only goalie [before I
came to Maine]," she said. "[But] I had
gotten used to having the other goalies.
I'm used to it now because it's been like
this for the last couple of weeks."
Not to mention the fact that Cronin,
who also tends net for the Maine women's
soccer team, was thrown between the
pipes just six days after soccer season
ended.
"That was a hard transition I wasn't
used to, with the overlapping seasons,"
Cronin said. "I missed all of preseason for
hockey."
Cronin got off to a slow start as a
result, but she feels that she has finally hit
her stride as Maine's season winds down.
"I feel like I'm back up to par," Cronin
said. "With a lot of training I should be
better than I was ever."
Along with the rest her teammates,
Cronin has had to deal with an inconsis-
tency which can easily plague a young
team like Maine.
"She has been brilliant at times, she
has made the freshman mistakes at times,
but all in all she's a solid player,"
Filighera said.
The inconsistency could affect the
Bears on the same weekend.
"My parents and coaches and every-
body would notice that our first game
we'd either play horrible and in the second
one we'd play well, or the first one we'd
play well and the second one we'd play
horrible," Cronin said. "Now we've kind
of gotten in a pattern where we'd play
well both games. Or, we might not play so
SPORTS CARDS & COLLECTABLES
SHOW
SUNDAY FEB 28 BLACK BEAR INN
ORONO 10AM-4PM
FREE ADMISSION
FMI CALL DENNIS TATE 989-4703
great but then we'd play a little bit.
"I think we've matured as a team, but
we still have a lot of maturing to do."
Despite the "flake" stigma usually
attached to goaltenders, Cronin has made
it a point to be level-headed on the ice, so
don't expect her to go postal if she gives
up a large amount of goals, like the 17 she
allowed in two games this past weekend
at Brown.
Having watched many an opposing
goalie throw a fit, Cronin has learned to
play it mellow.
"I'm not afraid to take the blame when
it's my fault, but also to just realize that
it's a team game and that it's not [entire;
ly] my fault," she said.
"Her maturity- level is very good for
this level," Filighera said.
"The Best Experience of my Life":
Having played hockey since the age of
5, Cronin became a goaltender almost by
accident. After being cut as a forward
from a boys' select team when she was
See CRONIN on page 13
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• Women's basketball
Black Bears abuse Hawks in blowout
Vachon breaks own conference record for assists in a season
By Josh Nason
Maine Campus Staff
As if playing to celebrate Dennis
Rodman's signing with the Los Angeles
Lakers, both Maine and Hartford played a
physical basketball game on Thursday
night, one smattered with body shots that
could even be described as Rodman-like.
But it was the Black Bears who scored
the knockout blow, finishing their regular
season reign with a 79-56 win over the
Hawks at Alfond Arena.
With the duke, Maine ends its season
at 21-5 overall, 17-1 in the conference,
and enters next weekend's America East
tournament as the No. 1 seed.
It will meet the winner of a play-in game
between two of the lower seeds, which had
yet to be determined as of press time.
"It was a very physical game, and I
don't think appropriately so either.
Sometimes those things happen," Maine
coach Joanne Palombo-McCallie said.
Amy Vachon broke her own school
and America East record for total
assists in a season with her ninth dish,
giving her 196, on a Jamie Cassidy 3-
pointer in the second half.
Cassidy led all scorers with 26 points
in just 20 minutes of play. Vachon finished
with 12 points, 10 assists and five
rebounds, while Andrea Clark registered a
career-high 11 points in her last game in
Orono.
Clark also had six rebounds and four
steals, as Kelly Bowman had seven points
and two steals in her final home game.
Both Clark and Vachon claimed there
were some "cheap shots" in the game,
and Hartford coach Allison Jones
appeared to speak angrily at Maine assis-
tant coaches Jody Benner and Kim Lazor
following the game.
The offensively suspect Hawks (8-18,
5-13) lived up to their billing, scoring just
19 points in the first half and never getting
in any type of groove.
Cassidy led a sluggish Maine offense
with 12 first-half points and helped the
Bears pull away midway through the peri-
od with a 20-5 run.
Tracy Stolle, the Hawks' best scoring
threat, was held to a quiet 13 points.
Kristina Steinfort also had 13 points,
while Janeka Lopp added 11 points.
• Men's hockey
Death touches family
By Bill Stewart
Maine Campus staff
On an atypical balmy night in January,
where the University of Maine men's
hockey team edged Boston College 2-1 in
Chestnut Hill, the post-game routine fol-
lowed closely to the script.
While the players remained confined
to the locker room to shower and change,
Rich Britt patiently waited outside where
he was met by some young, energetic
autograph seekers.
"Do you have any pucks?" a youngster
asked Britt.
"I've given them all away," Rich
replied, "but if you wait around awhile I'll
see what I can do."
And this is how Anne Britt will
remember her son, who abruptly died
Tuesday after the truck he was working on
collapsed on him.
"He was a wonderful kid," Anne said
as she choked back her tears. "He took
care of his guys."
His guys were members of the Black
Bears, where he served as equipment
manager for the team.
Anne, along with husband Andy, was
the first to find her lifeless son pinned
below his truck.
And that's when tragedy struck the
family from Ellsworth, leaving Rich's par-
ents grieving for a life taken from them so
soon.
With her son's funeral services set for
Saturday, Anne talks of her son without
fighting back the painful emotions associ-
ated with suffering.
"He was great, as I'm finding out," she
said through her tears. "Everybody just
loved him. He always just helped people
and looked after them. Everybody just
loved him. I don't know what else to say."
See TRAGEDY on page 14
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Maine's Amy Vachon is swarmed by three Hartford Hawks during last night's
game. (Jason Canniff photo.) 
ATHLETE OF
THE WEEK
(file photo.)
ALLEN LEDBETTER
In the Black Bears' 70-
68 win over Towson last
weekend, senior forward
Allen Ledbetter grabbed
11 rebounds, bringing
his career total to 1,010.
That makes him second
all-time at Maine and
fifth in conference histo-
ry. It also makes him
the Maine Campus
Athlete of the Week.
